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Abstract

Gas networks account for a large share of energy supply both in households and
industry. They are present in all region types, such as large cities, rural areas and
industrial areas. It is of interest to see whether gas networks can be classified based
on the region type which they originate from. This is possible if gas networks from
similar regions share important common characteristics and if gas networks from
different regions differ significantly from each other.

We present a graph-theoretic approach to characterise and classify gas networks
originating from different region types. For this purpose, we model gas networks as
graphs and examine several parameters that describe graphs from various perspectives.
Using a data set of gas network instances with known origins, we analyse the common
features and differences both between networks from the same region type and between
networks from different types. Based on these analyses we find distinguishable gas
network classes as well as meaningful parameters that characterise these classes.

We then construct gas network classifiers based on three different classification
approaches. Each of these classifiers determines which region type a gas network
instance with unknown origin most likely originates from. We evaluate the different
classification approaches, compare them and discuss their strengths and weaknesses.

Deutsche Zusammenfassung

Gasnetze haben sowohl in Haushalten als auch in der Industrie einen groflen Anteil
an der Energieversorgung. Sie sind in allen Arten von Regionen vorhanden, wie zum
Beispiel in Grofistddten, landlichen Gebieten und Industriegebieten. Eine interessante
Fragestellung ist, ob sich Gasnetze anhand der Art der Region, aus der sie stammen,
klassifizieren lassen. Das ist genau dann moglich, wenn Gasnetze aus dhnlichen
Regionen wichtige gemeinsame Merkmale aufweisen und wenn sich Gasnetze aus
verschiedenen Regionen deutlich voneinander unterscheiden.

Wir stellen einen graphentheoretischen Ansatz zur Charakterisierung und Klassi-
fizierung von Gasnetzen vor, die aus verschiedenen Arten von Regionen stammen.
Dafiir modellieren wir Gasnetze als Graphen und untersuchen verschiedene Pa-
rameter, die Graphen aus unterschiedlichen Perspektiven beschreiben. Anhand
eines Datensatzes von Gasnetzinstanzen mit bekannter Herkunft analysieren wir die
Gemeinsamkeiten und Unterschiede sowohl zwischen Netzen aus derselben Region als
auch zwischen Netzen aus verschiedenen Regionen. Mit diesen Analysen finden wir
unterscheidbare Gasnetzklassen sowie aussagekréftige Parameter, die diese Klassen
charakterisieren.

Anschlielend konstruieren wir Gasnetzklassifikatoren, die auf drei verschiedenen
Klassifizierungsansétzen basieren. Jeder dieser Klassifikatoren bestimmt, aus welcher
Art von Region eine Gasnetzinstanz mit unbekannter Herkunft am wahrscheinlichsten
stammt. Wir bewerten die verschiedenen Klassifizierungsansétze, vergleichen sie und
diskutieren ihre Stérken und Schwachen.
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1. Introduction

Natural gas networks are one of the most important infrastructures in Europe. In 2021,
around 40 % of households are connected to the European gas network that consists of
over 2,000,000 km of pipelines. Natural gas represented 21.5 % of the primary energy
consumption in the European Union and held the largest share of energy supply in

households .

The importance of gas networks makes them an interesting research topic. It stands to
reason that the characteristics of gas networks vary between different region types (hereafter
often simply referred to as regions), such as inner cities on the one hand and industrial
areas on the other hand. This assumption raises two important questions. First, it is of
interest whether gas networks in similar regions share the same characteristics, by which
they can therefore be identified. The second arising question is whether gas networks in
different regions differ significantly from each other. If both of these questions can be
answered in the affirmative, it is possible to classify gas networks into different classes
based on the region which they originate from. Furthermore, each class can be described
by the characteristics that all networks of that class have in common and that separate
them from the other classes.

With the knowledge of the existing gas network classes and their features, a gas network
instance with unknown origin can be assigned a region label, i.e., one can compute the
region type the instance originates from.

Having detailed insights into the characteristics of gas networks in a specific region also
opens further applications, namely the generation of generic gas network instances. Such
an instance captures the most important characteristics of the region class it belongs to.
The need for generic networks arises both from the objective of examining the current
state of gas networks and from carrying out simulations of the future development of gas
networks. When an actual gas network of a specific region is to be examined, modelling
that network may be very time-consuming or not possible at all, for example because
important information is not available. In these cases, one can generate a generic network
of similar type and size and examine this network instead of the actual one.

Another possible field of application is the evolution of regions. When the characteristics
of a region are expected to change, the impact of these local gas network changes on the
larger overall gas network it is part of can be simulated. Two possible scenarios are, for
example, a village that is expected to grow into a city within the next few years, or a new
industrial area that is planned to be constructed in place of a given residential area. With
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generic gas networks of a city or an industrial area these changes can be simulated. In
this way, for instance, bottlenecks in the overall network may be detected and avoided.
Moreover, the generic networks may help to estimate resource demand, construction cost
and similar key metrics for the changes in the regional networks.

Another possible scenario in the evolution of regions is a decline in gas demand. Take, for
example, a city that is expected to neither grow nor shrink, but a significant portion of
the consumers are expected to switch to renewable energies. In this scenario, the existing
gas network has to be replaced by a network with similar characteristics, but of smaller
size. Again, with generic networks various simulations can be performed providing helpful
information for planning.

1.1. Related Work

The field of analysing and comparing the characteristics of gas networks has not been
intensively investigated. KEspecially focussing on the examination and classification of
regional gas networks, no such studies have been done yet. In 2022, Ye et al.
analysed the topology of a Chinese and a European network based on complex network
theory. Among other results, they found higher redundancy and greater robustness in the
Furopean network compared to the Chinese one. However, while they examined partly
similar characteristics as we aim for, their networks and results are not comparable to the
regional networks we are interested in, as the former cover a much larger area and are
modelled on a different level of detail.

In 2020, Then et al. addressed the problem of modelling a decline in gas
consumption in urban gas networks. For this purpose, they examined the relationship
between network length and customer amount. They found a relationship described by a
power law with an exponent that is correlated with several topological parameters of the
gas network. With these findings they showed that the decline in gas network costs is much
slower than the corresponding decline in demand. They also stated that more detailed
insights into the topological parameters may be helpful for more accurate cost estimates.

A field closely related to gas networks are street networks, as gas pipelines are often laid
underneath streets. Therefore, both networks often share their topological features. In
comparison to gas networks, street networks have been investigated more. Still, actual
comparisons regarding the characteristics of street networks in different region types have not
been investigated yet. Instead, most works focus solely on one specific region. In 2019, Zhu
et al. examined rural traffic networks with regard to their topological characteristics
and their vulnerabilities. In 2017, Lin and Ban performed a comparative analysis
on topological structures of three urban street networks, namely Stockholm, Toronto and
Nanjing. In 2019, Sharifi studied urban street networks with a focus on the influence
of street networks on the urban resilience.

Other networks related to gas networks are water networks and electrical grids, as the
way they are laid is quite similar. However, no actual comparisons between network
characteristics across different regions exist in these fields either. For urban water networks,
Krueger et al. performed an analysis of generic patterns in an Asian city in
2017. Studies related to the topology of electrical distribution grids in rural areas and
urban areas are reported in [RFRW22] and [LWR16], respectively.

1.2. Contribution

We present a graph-theoretic approach to characterise and classify gas networks. Our
focus is on regional gas networks, i.e., networks that cover areas like a city or a rural
area. The networks we work with come from a data set provided by the DVGW Research
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Center at the Engler-Bunte-Institute of Karlsruhe Institute of Technology [DRC]. This
data set consists of gas networks from Germany, each of them labelled with the region type
it originates from. These types are inner cities, old towns, residential areas, rural areas
and industrial areas. Hence, in this work we deal with these five regions. However, our
methodology can be applied to any data set and set of regions.

The problem we want to solve is whether and how gas networks originating from different
region types can be clearly distinguished from each other. For this purpose, we model gas
networks as graphs. We then identify several graph parameters that describe these graphs
in different ways. Using these parameters, we analyse the gas network instances of our
data set. In that analysis, for each parameter we compare the gas networks among each
other to examine differences and common features both between the instances of the same
region and between the different regions. We identify parameters that are meaningful to
describe the characteristics of the networks of certain regions and to distinguish between
networks of different regions. With the found results we evaluate whether a classification
into distinct classes based on the regions is possible, or whether the networks across all
regions are too similar to each other to distinguish between them.

As mentioned previously, in this work we focus on regional gas networks. In addition, we
also provide a brief comparison between regional and supraregional networks. The latter
are gas networks that cover larger areas and operate on a much higher pressure.

With the set of meaningful parameters and classes found, we then present three classifier
approaches for the gas network classification problem. These classifiers assign a class label
to a gas network instance, i.e., compute which region the instance most probably originates
from. We evaluate the different approaches and discuss their strengths and weaknesses.
Furthermore, we provide an outlook on how these classifiers can be improved in the future.

1.3. Outline

In Chapter 2, we introduce the basics of graph theory as well as the field of classification
problems. Furthermore, we present parameters from descriptive statistics we use later.
Next, in Chapter |3, we explain how we model gas networks as graphs and formally state
the problem we solve in this work. We also describe the different gas network regions
we examine and provide some expectations we have regarding the characteristics of these
regions.

In Chapter 4, we present several graph parameters that describe a graph from various
perspectives. These parameters are then analysed in Chapter |5l At the end of this chapter,
we state our overall results regarding the questions whether different gas network classes
exist and which parameters we consider meaningful to characterise and identify these
classes. In addition, we also compare the instances analysed so far with a supraregional
network, though the latter is not considered an additional class.

With these findings, in Chapter [6/and Chapter [7) we first construct and then evaluate and
discuss three gas network classification approaches. We also provide an outlook on how
these classifiers can be adjusted and refined with more data available.

Lastly, in Chapter [§, we summarise our results and provide an outlook on further research
topics.






2. Preliminaries

In this chapter, we will introduce the basic aspects and notations of graph theory. Further-
more, we provide an introduction into the field of classification und clustering problems
and present one specific classifier. Lastly, we explain some frequently used parameters from
descriptive statistics.

2.1. Graphs

A graph G is an abstract representation of objects and relations between those objects.
Formally, a graph G = (V, E) is a tuple consisting of a set of nodes V', representing the
objects, and a set of edges E. Each edge e € F represents the relation between two nodes
uw and v. It can be either directed or undirected; in the first case, e = (u,v) is an ordered
pair and we call u the start node and v the end node of e. In the latter case, e = {u,v} is
an unordered pair and we call both u and v the end nodes of e. In both cases, we call u a
neighbour of v and vice versa. An edge is called loop if both of its end nodes are the same
node.

Depending on the application, one or multiple attributes can be associated with the nodes
and edges. Probably the most common example for such an attribute is the weight or
length of an edge.

A path p = (u1, ug, ..., u,) in a graph is an ordered list of nodes where each edge {u;, u; 41} €
E. The length of a path is defined as the sum of all edge lengths on the path. We call an
undirected graph G connected if for each unordered pair of nodes {u,v} a path leading
from w to v exists.

Another important attribute of nodes is the node degree. For an undirected graph and a
node u € V, its node degree d(u) is the number of edges incident to u:

diu)={e={z,y} e E|x=uory=u}. (2.1)

The node degree for a directed graph is defined analogously, but we can furthermore
distinguish between the in-degree and the out-degree of nodes.

Graphs in this work are assumed to be simple graphs unless stated otherwise. In such
graphs at most one edge exists between any pair of nodes. In contrast, there are also
multigraphs where multiple edges between two nodes can exist. Each of these edges can
have different attributes or attribute values.
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2.2. Classification

Our overall goal in this work is to assign category labels to gas networks, based on the
characteristics of the network. This class of problems is generally known as CLASSIFICATION
PROBLEMS. In this section, we formally define this problem and introduce an example of
a classifier as well as known problems we may encounter. Moreover, we provide a short
explanation of the related CLUSTERING PROBLEM and how it differs from classification.
More detailed introductions into classification and clustering are provided in the studies
of [Doul2] and [Aggl18]. These works also comprise examples of specific classification and
clustering approaches.

2.2.1. The Classification Problem

Classification is the problem of assigning a category, called class, to each instance of a data
set D. It is a supervised learning task, which means that the set of classes Y is known
upfront. Additionally, a training set T" C D of labelled instances is available as a set of
instances for which the class label is known beforehand.

The assignment of class labels to instances is done by a classifier. Most classifiers are
built up in a training phase. In that phase, the classifier uses the training set to learn the
characteristics of the different classes and builds up a model that tries to capture these
characteristics. After the training phase, the classifier can be seen as a function C : D +— Y.
That is, the classifier takes an instance ¢ € D and assigns a class label [ € Y to it.

A well-known example is the classification of incoming emails into either spam or non-spam.
In this scenario, a classifier gets a set of mails that are labelled as spam or as non-spam.
With this set, the classifier tries to learn the characteristics of both classes. For example,
spam mails often contain many words written in capital letters, while non-spam mails do
not. With the knowledge learned in the training phase, the classifier can then be used to
identify spam mails, i.e., by assigning the class label “spam” to them.

The most common parameter to evaluate a classifier is the accuracy which is the percentage
of correctly assigned class labels. To determine the accuracy, the classifier is given a labelled
set of instances. For each instance, the label assigned by the classifier is then compared to
the actual label. There exist many more evaluation parameters that we do not cover here.
An overview as well as selection strategies is given in [LZWT14].

A major problem of supervised classification is overfitting. This phenomenon describes
that the classifier learns the instances of the training set by heart, but does not learn
generalisable characteristics and thus has very low accuracy on new, unknown instances.
In the mail example, this would be the case if the classifier learns all given spam mails in
detail. That way, it would correctly identify these mails as spam, but minor variations
in the mail would cause it to not identify them correctly. For that reason, evaluation of
classifiers (e.g., determining the accuracy) should not be done on the set used to train the
classifier, as it can greatly overestimate the quality of the classifier. Instead, a common
approach is to split the labelled instances into a training set and a test set, where the latter
is used for evaluation.

2.2.2. The Decision Tree Classifier

In this chapter, we introduce a specific classifier that we will use in a later chapter. There
are many well-known approaches of classifiers. As stated by Wolpert et al. in their
“No free lunch theorem”, neither of these approaches can claim to be the best classifier; each
of them has different strengths and weaknesses, also depending on the specific application.
For our gas network classification task, we decided that the Decision Tree Classifier seems
to be well-suited for multiple reasons. It can be built manually, one can prioritise important
attributes very well, and it can be adapted easily. Furthermore, it results in decision rules
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Cost
> 10000 < 10000

HP Mileage
> 100 < 100 < 1000 > 1000

Mileage Colour @ HP

> 5000 < 5000 Red Blue > 90 <90

Figure 2.1.: Example decision tree. The attributes are the cost in euro, the mileage in
kilometres, the horsepower (HP) and the colour.

that are easy to understand. Therefore, the classification results can be retraced, making it
easier to find possible mistakes.

The idea of decision trees is to successively choose attributes and split the training set
instances in multiple subsets, depending on the value of the chosen attribute in each
instance. An attribute can be split into intervals if it is numeric. For example, a split
based on the attribute length and a threshold = can be “length < x or length > z”. If the
attribute is categorical, like the attribute colour, it is split based on the possible values, for
example “is the colour green, red or blue”. On each branch of the tree, the next attribute to
split can be chosen independently, and not all attributes have to be used. The recursion on
a branch ends if some stopping criterion is fulfilled, e.g., all remaining instances (or at least
the majority) within the branch belong to the same class. In this case, a leaf is created
with the corresponding class label. An example decision tree is shown in Figure The
task in this example is to answer the question if one should buy a specific car with the
numeric attributes cost, mileage and horsepower and the categorical attribute colour. The
class labels are Buy and Don’t Buy. We see that the order of split attributes can be chosen
freely for each branch and that branches do not have to use all or even the same number
of attributes.

A constructed decision tree can be seen as a set of rules, where every path from the root to
a leaf is the conjunction of IF — T'HEN rules. To classify an instance, one starts at the
root of the tree and checks at each inner node the value of the split attribute to follow the
corresponding branch. The leaf then provides the predicted class label. We go through a
small example with the decision tree shown in Figure The car to be classified is blue,
costs €15000, its horsepower is 120 and it has a mileage of 3000 km. At the first node
(which is the root) we compare the cost of €15000 to the split threshold of €10000 and see
that they are greater, thus we follow the left branch. The same is true for the second inner
node which checks the horsepower. At the last inner node, the mileage of 3000 km of the
car is smaller than the threshold of 5000 km, thus we follow the right branch. We have
then reached the leaf of the branch with the label Buy. That label is now assigned to the
car in question.

One advantage of decision trees is that one can sort the attributes by their importance.
Different ways exist to identify the most important or useful attributes, like the information
gain or the Gini index . Probably the biggest disadvantage of decision trees is the
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Intra-cluster similarity
Cluster 1

Cluster 2
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o 00 ¢ o
[ ) e O
o0
® o0
o ®
® Cluster 3

Cluster 4

A J

v

a. Data objects .
SaO8) b. Clustered data objects

Figure 2.2.: Example clustering of two-dimensional objects [ESAT21].

previously mentioned overfitting. To prevent this, the tree often gets pruned, either while
constructing it or after it is built [Min&9].

2.2.3. Relation to Clustering

Clustering can be seen as the unsupervised equivalent to classification. In this problem, the
set of classes Y is not known upfront, hence there is also no labelled training set. Thus, the
task is not only to find a function C': D — Y, but also to find the class set Y. Clustering
algorithms try to find common features between instances and cluster them in a way that
instances within the same cluster are very similar to each other, while instances in different
clusters significantly differ from each other. An example clustering of two-dimensional
objects (taken from [ESAT21]) is shown in Figure

As for classification, there are many different approaches of clustering algorithms (see
[Aggl8]) that we do not discuss in this work.

2.3. Statistical Parameters

In this section, we explain several widely used parameters from descriptive statistics: the
minimum and maximum, the arithmetic mean and the median, and the standard deviation.
All of these parameters are used to summarize specific characteristics of a variable in a
data set D in one single scalar.

For the notations in the following explanations, assume a variable x, a set M C D and a
set of M| values X = (21,22, ...,z|57). Each x; is the value of = in the i-th element of M.
If M = D, i.e., all elements of the data set are included in the calculation of a parameter,
we call M the population. In contrast, if only a subset of all elements is used (i.e., M C D),
we call M a sample.

In graphs, an example of a variable z is the attribute length of an edge. The set L =
(I1,12,...,|g|) is then the set of edge lengths in the set M = E.

In the following, we assume that the variable x is numeric. Thus, an ordering of its values
x; exists and basic math operations like addition and division are defined for two elements
Ty L.
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The parameters minimum and mazimum denote the smallest and the largest value that x
takes in M:

Tnin = ;nel% Ti,  Tmaz = MAXT;. (2.2)
The arithmetic mean is one way of describing the average value of x in M. It is computed
as the sum of all values divided by the number of values:

| M

z = MZ% (2.3)

If the values x; are weighted with a scalar w;, we can also compute the weighted arithmetic
mean:
_ ZLZ‘ w; - T4
RN 7]
Zizl Wy
Another way of describing the average value of x in M is the median which is “the value
in the middle” when looking at the values x; in ascending order. Formally, the median is
defined as

(2.4)

T |M|41, if [M| mod 2 =1
Tmdn =4 1 ° 2.5
- %(‘"E\M + -TlMl_H), otherwise. (2.5)
2 2

While both the arithmetic mean and the median describe the average value of x, they vary
to a certain extent. The most notable difference is that the median is more robust against
outliers. These are values in X that are significantly higher or lower than the majority of
all values. Outliers are often considered insufficiently representative of the data, so it is not
desirable for them to influence the parameters too much. As it is often done in literature,
when talking about the average (or using the abbreviation avr) of a variable, we mean the
arithmetic mean.

The last parameter is the standard deviation that describes the average difference between
the values x; and the arithmetic mean Z. A higher standard deviation value indicates that
the values x; are widely spread around 7, whereas a lower value indicates that most values
are close to T. Depending on M being the population or a sample, there are two definitions
of the standard deviation:

|M|
1
Stdevpopulation = M Z(‘Tz - T)Qv (26)
=1
|M|
1
stdevsample = W Z(CL’Z — f)2 (27)
i=1

Since we always use stdevpopuiation in our analyses, from now on we will only use the
notation stdev, by which we mean stdevpopuiation-






3. Gas Network Model and Problem
Statement

In this chapter, we explain how gas networks are modelled and how we transform this
model into a graph representation. With this model and the previous chapter in mind, we
formally define the problem we solve in this work. We also give a brief description of the
expected different gas network classes.

3.1. Gas Networks and Properties of our Data Set

Gas networks are connected gas pipelines that each transfer gas from one intersection point
to another. In addition to these two components, gas networks also have regulators which
are responsible for down-regulating the pressure. The pressure is an important property of
gas networks and refers to the pressure at which the gas is transferred through a pipeline.
During the gas transfer, the pressure naturally decreases slowly from the start point of
the pipeline to its end point. At several points the pressure has to be down-regulated to a
desired value that is often significantly lower than the current value. This is accomplished
by the regulators. These constructs are placed within an intersection point and have an
input, where the gas arrives with the old pressure value, and an output, where the gas
leaves with the new pressure value.

We model a gas network as a connected graph, where the intersection points are modelled
as nodes and the gas pipelines are modelled as edges. In the given data sets, regulators
are also modelled as edges. Each regulator is associated with a start node, an end node
and the newly regulated pressure. We refer to the pipeline edges as the set F, and to the
regulator edges as the set E,. Together with the node set V, this results in our graph
G = (V,E,UE,). We refer to the number of nodes as n and to the number of pipeline and
regulator edges as m, and m,., respectively.

While gas flows actually have a direction in reality, we choose to model the network as an
undirected graph since the orientation of the edges in our data set have been set arbitrarily.
Still in some cases, we may talk about flow direction. In most cases the direction is
indicated by the pressure decline along the edge. This is particularly true for regulator
edges for which start node and end node are defined.

Each node is associated with two attributes. The first one is the pressure (given in bar)
that the gas flow has at this node, the second one denotes if the node is considered a source
of the network. That is if the node is either a source node of the whole network or the end
node of a regulator. For u € V', we refer to these attributes as p(u) and s(u).
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Figure 3.1.: Example gas network. (a) Shows the original graph, (b) shows the contracted
graph.

Each pipeline, and therefore each e € E,, has two attributes: its inner diameter, given
in millimetres, and its length, given in meters. We refer to these values as i(e) and I(e).
In our data set, no pressure was provided for the pipelines. Since we are often interested
in that parameter, we approximate it as the average of the pressures of its associated
nodes. Thus, we denote the pressure of a pipeline edge e = {u, v} as p(e) and compute it
as p(e) = ZM.

Each regulator r = (u,v) has only one attribute, that is the pressure p(r) to which the gas
flow is regulated. The regulation is performed between u and v, thus p(v) = p(r).

An example gas network (or rather its graph representation) is shown in Figure (a).
The pink squares illustrate nodes that are sources of the network, all other nodes are shown
as blue cycles. Edges between nodes are shown as lines. Note that our given gas networks
do not provide coordinates. Thus, the visualisations show how the nodes are connected
among each other, but they do not reveal how the nodes are located in relation to each
other.

Before we proceed, we state some things concerning our view on regulators. Although they
are modelled as edges between two nodes in the data, they do not really fulfil the purpose
and characteristics of an edge: that is, connecting two points at different locations. This
purpose is fulfilled by the pipeline edges, that also have typical edge attributes like the
length. In contrast, regulators are (as stated before) a construct belonging to one node,
altering the pressure between the input and the output of the node. Hence, from now on,
when talking about the edges of GG, we implicitly mean only the pipeline edges FE,, if not
explicitly stated otherwise. Furthermore, when talking about a regulator, we mean its
output node. However, in our visualisations a regulator is still shown as an edge between
two nodes (see Figure , with the end node illustrated as a pink square.

Furthermore, the given gas networks in our data set often have nodes with degree two which
exist only for modelling reasons but do not hold any information about the represented
gas network. These artificial nodes and edges make some analyses blurry. For example, the
average length of edges significantly decreases when an edge is divided into two edges by
an artificial node. Therefore, we contract these nodes with degree two. The only exception
to this are regulators since they carry important information. Contracting a node v with
incident edges {u,v} and {v,w} means that v and its incident edges are removed and
replaced by an edge {u,w}. The length of the new edge is the sum of the lengths of the
removed edges. The inner diameter of both removed edges should be the same (since
they represented a single pipeline), but due to some errors in the data, for very few edges
this was not the case; for these edges, we take the average of the inner diameters of both
removed edges.

These contractions are made repeatedly until no nodes with degree two exist in G. The
resulting contracted graph of the previous example is shown in Figure (b). All further
examinations are performed on this contracted graph.

12
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Another detail worth mentioning is that in some gas network instances a very small part of
the nodes has erroneous values for the pressure attribute, namely a value of zero. We do
not include these nodes in computations that use the pressure attribute.

3.2. Problem Statement

With the previous chapters in mind, we formally define our gas network classification task
and provide some further details.

We are given an expected set of classes Y = {Inner City, Old Town, Residential Area, Rural
Area, Industrial Area}. These classes are gas network types we expect to exist in reality,
meaning that each of them has its own characteristics so that we can distinguish between
them. In the best case, the characteristics of all networks of the same type are very similar,
but very dissimilar across the different types. It is important to note that this set is not
fixed and we do not know beforehand if we can confirm the existence of each class. It is
very well possible that some classes have similar characteristics so that they should be only
one class, and it is also possible that we find even more classes. On the other hand, we
cannot rule out to discover that nearly all networks are so different from each other that
we cannot categorize them at all.

In addition to the set of classes, we are also given a data set of gas networks, each of them
labelled with exactly one class label. It is worth mentioning that all observations and
results in this work depend on this data set. Given more data, these results have to be
reviewed and possibly refined.

With this said, the task can be divided into two parts, although they are of course not
strictly separated. The first part is to either confirm our expected class set Y or find
another meaningful class set. The second part is to build one or more classifiers that assign
these class labels to new gas networks. For both tasks, we analyse the given labelled gas
networks to identify graph parameters that offer valuable information about differences
and common features between the classes.

This is also why we introduced the problem of clustering: while we expect our task to be
a classification problem with known labels, it is possible that these classes in fact do not
exist and we have to find new classes based on the characteristics of the networks. If the
latter case is true, our task transforms into a clustering problem.

3.3. Descriptions and Expectations of the Network Types

In this section, we describe the gas network types introduced in the previous section.
We first explain the areas which the networks in each class originate from. Then, we
present some assumptions and expectations we have regarding the different classes and
their distinguishability.

3.3.1. Description

Our first class label is Inner City. With this we refer to the city centre of large cities.
With the class Old Town we refer to the historic centre of cities. These tend to exist more
in larger cities rather than in small towns.

Next is the class Residential Area. These are areas like small towns and large villages.
The next class is Rural Area. These are larger regions in rural areas. They often include a
main supply line from which several small villages branch off at certain intervals.

The last class is Industrial Area. These are areas mainly used for industrial development
and are usually located at the edge of cities or in rural areas.

An example gas network of each class (in the above order) is shown in Figures
and

13
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Figure 3.3.: Example gas network with the label Old Town.

3.3.2. Assumptions and Expectations

With these class descriptions in mind, we expect that the largest differences in the topology
of networks are found between rural area networks and inner city networks. This is due to
the main characteristics we assume in these areas. Usually, inner cities are very densely
populated, that means there are a lot of buildings in relation to the size of the area. In
rural areas the distances between buildings are usually a lot higher. Also, since rural
areas often cover several villages and the area between them, we expect their geographic
extent to be larger than the extent of inner cities. Overall, inner cities tend to be more
compact than rural areas. Furthermore, inner cities tend to be more meshed than rural
areas in terms of street connections and crossings. We expect these characteristics to be
represented in the topology of their gas networks and therefore expect a fairly high degree
of distinguishability between networks of these classes.

Thus, we expect these two classes to be the extremes with regard to the mentioned
characteristics. For old towns and residential areas we expect them to be “between” these
extremes. Residential areas for example are usually less densely populated than inner cities,
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Figure 3.4.: Example gas network with the label Residential Area.

Figure 3.5.: Example gas network with the label Rural Area.

but still more than rural areas. As for the differences between residential areas and old
towns we do not have specific assumptions.

The characteristics of industrial areas are quite unknown to us upfront, therefore we cannot
provide any well-grounded assumptions on these networks. However, we expect that in
some way industrial areas are structured differently than the other classes, since they fulfil
a different purpose.
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Figure 3.6.: Example gas network with the label Industrial Area.
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4. Examined Parameters

In this chapter, we present the parameters we selected to analyse and describe the char-
acteristics of the gas network instances and classes. For each parameter, we give an
explanation what the parameter is in terms of graph theory and what it says about a
graph in general. Then, we state what the parameter says in the context of gas networks.
For some parameters, we also give some insight in what we expect from it. This includes
an explanation of why we think that this parameter can be meaningful to describe the
networks, as well as an estimation of the parameter values in the different gas network
classes. For these estimates, we often refer to the expected extremes mentioned in the
previous chapter, i.e., the inner cities and the rural areas.

The parameters are grouped in five sections. We provide a tabular overview of all parame-
ters in Table It contains a brief description of each parameter as well as references to
the corresponding subsection. Note that each examined parameter P refers to the graph
G, thus for better readability we only write P instead of P(G).

In this and the following chapters, we will use the terms gas network and gas network
graph synonymously, i.e., when talking about parameters of a gas network, we mean the
parameters of its graph representation and vice versa. Similarly, we use the terms pipeline
and edge synonymously, depending on the context. Also remember that when talking
about the edges of a network, we implicitly mean only the pipeline edges £}, unless stated
otherwise.

Before we start explaining the selected parameters, we briefly explain why we choose to
not use the number of nodes and edges explicitly to describe the characteristics of the gas
networks. While it is somewhat intuitive to use the number of nodes as the “size” of a
graph, this is not necessarily true for gas networks. The size of a gas network would rather
be seen as the geometric area it covers, and the number of nodes does not tell too much
about that area. Hence, we do use the number of nodes and edges for some parameters,
but do not use them as own parameters.

4.1. Length, Geographic Extent and Inner Diameter

4.1.1. Length of Pipelines

FEach edge has an attribute length that indicates how many meters the pipeline is long.
We analyse four statistical parameters of the values of this attribute: the minimum and
maximum length of a pipeline in the graph, the arithmetic mean and the median of all
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Table 4.1.: Overview of all parameters examined in this chapter.

Parameter | Notation | Description
Length Lenmin, Lenmax, Lenayr, Statistics about the lengths of edges
Lenygn

Average path length
Diameter

Radius

Centrality

Inner diameter

PLavr, PLavry,
Diam, Diamy
Rad, Rady
Cent, Centy,

IDmin, IDmax, IDavr; IDmdn

Average shortest path distance between
all pairs of nodes

Maximum eccentricity among all nodes
Minimum eccentricity among all nodes

Average distance from all nodes to the
most central node

Statistics about the inner diameter of
edges

Node degree

Clustering coefficient

Degmin, Degmax, Degavr

ccC

Minimum, maximum and average node
degree
Average clustering coefficient of all nodes

Minimum and maximum pres-
sure
Average pressure

Number of pressure stages
Number of pressure areas
Regulators
Source areas
Sink areas
Area supplies: regulators

Area supplies: areas
Area supplies: stages
Skipped pressure stages

Low pressure graph parameters

Prmin, Prmax
Prayr

NumStages

NumAreas
NumRegulators
NumSources

NumSinks
NumSuppliesTotalmax,
NumSuppliesTotalsyr
NumSuppliesAreasmax,
NumSuppliesAreassyr
NumSuppliesStagesmax,
NumSuppliesStagesayr
SkippedStagesmax,
SkippedStagesavr
LenlOWmax’ Lenlowavr ’
IDlOWmax ’ IDlOWavr ’
Deglowmax ’ DEgIOWavr

Average pressure of the pipelines

Average pressure of the
weighted with their length
Number of different pressure stages
Total number of pressure areas

Total number of regulators

Number of source areas

Number of sink areas

Number of regulators that supply an area

pipelines,

Number of pressure areas that supply an
area

Number of different pressure stages that
supply an area

Maximum and average
skipped pressure stages
Parameters on the lower pressure stages

number of

=~
w
w

Relative size of the 2-core

Origin nodes on core paths

Distances between origin nodes

2-core nodes with high degree

Origin nodes with high degree
Multiple origins

Size of trees

Depth of trees

SizeTwocore

NumOriginsmin ,
NumOriginsmax,
NumOriginsayr,
NumOriginsggdev
DistancesOriginsmin,
DistancesOriginsmax,
DistancesOriginsayr,
DistancesOriginsgtdev
RatioHigherDegree

OriginsHigherDegree
OriginsMultiple

SizeTreesmin, SizeTreesmax,
SizeTreesayr, SizeTreesgidey
DepthTreesmin,

Proportion of nodes that belong to the
2-core

Statistics about the number of origin
nodes on core paths

Statistics about the distances between
origin nodes

Proportion of nodes in 2-core that have
degree > 3

Number of origin nodes with degree > 3
Number of origin nodes that are origin
of more than one tree

Statistics about the size (number of
nodes) of the attached trees

Statistics about the depth of the at-

4

M)

ii

DepthTreesmax, tached trees
DepthTreesayr,
DepthTreesgigev
Leaves of trees LeavesTreesmin, Statistics about the number of leaves of
LeavesTreesmax, the attached trees
LeavesTreesayr,
LeavesTreessidev
Treewidth TW Treewidth of the graph
Planarity IsPlanar True if and only if the graph is planar “

edge lengths. We denote these as Lenin(G), Lenma:(G), Leng,(G) and Len,g,(G),

respectively.

We expect to observe higher maximum and average values of pipeline lengths in rural areas,
since there the distances between pipeline intersections are longer than in more densely
populated areas. For the minimum we do expect quite similar values across all network

types.

4.1.2. Path Lengths, Network Extent and Centrality

This subsection covers parameters that describe the geographic extent and the shape of a
graph. For this use, we first define the distance d(u, v) between two nodes u, v, also referred
to as path length between v and v. That distance is the minimum path length among
all possible paths from u to v, using the edge length as metric. For a node v, we call the
maximum distance to any other node the eccentricity ecc(v) of v. With these definitions, we
introduce three parameters: the average path length APL(G) (Equation , the diameter
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4.2. Meshedness and Connectivity

Diam(G) (Equation and the radius Rad(G) (Equation of a graph G, which are
defined as follows:

APL(G) = ———— 3 d(u,0), (4.1)
n (n 1) u,veV,u#v

Diam(G) = max ecc(v), (4.2)

Rad(G) = grg‘r/l ecc(v). (4.3)

The average path length is the arithmetic mean of the distances between each pair of nodes
in G. The graph diameter is the maximum distance of two nodes in G' and describes the
extent of G. Since we expect rural areas to cover larger areas, we expect this value to be
higher in these networks. The graph radius is the minimum eccentricity among all nodes
in G. That means that from the most central point in G (with regard to the eccentricity),
the distance to all other nodes is less than or equal to Rad(G).

With the next parameter, we try to further describe the shape of the graph by determining
its centroid ¢ and the average distance of all nodes to ¢ that we refer to as the centrality
Cent(G) of the graph. As the centroid ¢, we define the node for which the average distance
to all other nodes is minimal, which leads to the following definition of Cent(G):

ceV | n—1 e Ve

Cent(G) = min{ ! Z d(c, U)} . (4.4)

Note that in contrast to the definition of the radius, the centricity uses the average path
lengths to all other nodes instead of the maximum. It is therefore another way of defining
the centre of G.

Due to the expected shape of rural areas, which is a long backbone with several detouring
branches, we expect both the centrality and the radius to be much higher than in inner
cities that are often build around a central core.

In addition to each parameter P described in this subsection, we also introduce a parameter
P, that is normalised by the number of nodes n of G, i.e., P,(G) = #. These normalised
parameters allow for better comparison of networks with different numbers of nodes.
Furthermore, they give some approximations of the node density. Take for example a small
rural area and a large inner city: while both could have a similar diameter, we expect
the density of nodes to be much higher in the inner city and this would be apparent as a

smaller diameter per node value.

4.1.3. Inner Diameter of Pipelines

The other attribute associated with each edge is the inner diameter. We analyse the same
statistical parameters as for the length, so the minimum and maximum value as well as the
arithmetic mean and the median of all edges. We denote these as I Dyin(G), I Dz (G),
IDgr(G) and ID,,4n(G), respectively.

The inner diameter is an indicator on the upper bound of gas that can be transferred
through a pipeline in a fixed amount of time. However, it is only one part of the physical
parameters that bound the gas flow, and it does not contain much information about the
actual amount of gas transferred there. Nonetheless, we expect its value to be higher in
networks like inner cities that are more densely populated.

4.2. Meshedness and Connectivity

In this section, we cover several parameters that describe how meshed a graph is. These
parameters are heavily based on the number of nodes and edges in the graph as well as on
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(a) (b) (c) (d)
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Figure 4.1.: Clustering coefficient of node v. (a) cc(v) =0, (b) cc(v) =
(d) cc(v) = 1.
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the node degrees. We first explain all parameters and then give an overall expectation of
the resulting values in our gas network classes.

4.2.1. Parameters

The first three parameters are the minimum and maximum node degree Degp,in(G) and
Degpmaz(G) and the average node degree Degq,r(G), which are defined as follows:

Degumin(G) = mind(v), (4.5)
DegmaX(G) = 13163“3( d(’U), (46)
Dego(@) = 20 20 (47

The average node degree is directly related to another common parameter, namely the edge
node ratio. This parameter is computed as the number of edges divided by the number of
nodes. Since this equals exactly half of the average node degree, we do not consider it as
an additional parameter in our further analyses.

Next is the average clustering coefficient CC(G) of a graph G. To define it, we first need
to define the clustering coefficient cc(v) of a node v € V:

2ey

d(0)(d(o) — 1) (48)

ce(v) =
where e, is the number of edges between the nodes incident to v. Thus, the clustering
coeflicient for a node v is the ratio of the actual number of edges between its neighbours
and the maximum possible number of edges between them. In graph context, this value
says how close the neighbours of v are to being a clique. Of course, cc(v) € [0,1]. An
example is shown in Figure node v has three neighbours, so at most three edges can
exist between these neighbours. The actual number of edges e, increases from 0 in (a) to 3
in (d), and therefore the clustering coefficient of v increases from 0 in (a) to 1 in (d).
We can now formally define the parameter CC(G) as the arithmetic mean of all node

clustering coefficients:
1
CC(G) == > ce(v). (4.9)

n
veV

4.2.2. Expectations

All of the mentioned parameters, except of Degin, have higher values in more tightly
meshed graphs. Our expectation in general is that inner cities and residential area networks
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are more meshed than rural areas and industrial areas. Thus, in the former we expect
higher values for most parameters.

In terms of node degrees, we expect the average node degree to be the most meaningful. For
Degpmin we expect the value 1 for each network since it is very likely that each network has
at least one leaf. For the maximum degree, inner cities could show higher values than rural
areas, but we can also imagine that the node degree is bounded to 4 for all gas networks.

4.3. Pressure

In this section, we introduce parameters related to the pressure of the gas network nodes.
Since this attribute is directly associated to the context of gas networks, our explanations
are related to these networks rather than to graphs in general.

As stated in Chapter [2| the pressure is decreased in two ways. First, it naturally decreases
slowly while the gas is transferred through the network. Second, and more relevant, the
pressure can be significantly decreased by regulators. We also stated that the pressure
attribute is associated with the network nodes, but we can approximate and therefore talk
about the pressure on an edge.

In the following, we will introduce our concepts of pressure stages and pressure areas. With
these definitions, we then explain the parameters we selected to describe the characteristics
of networks with regard to the pressure. At last, we give again some expectations concerning
the parameter values in the different network types.

4.3.1. Introduction into Pressure Stages and Pressure Areas

Among all nodes, lots of different pressure values exist. When sorting these values in
decreasing order, we observe two major categories of steps between two adjacent values.
Most steps are very small (e.g., a decrease from 2.115 to 2.114) and derive from the decrease
in pressure during the gas transfer. Then there are some larger steps (e.g., a decrease
from 8.0 to 5.0) that derive from a regulator decreasing the pressure. With the concept of
pressure stages, we try to divide the pressure values into intervals corresponding to these
large steps. Each interval is then considered as a pressure stage and represented by its upper
bound. The algorithm that computes these intervals is shown in Algorithm In the first
step (lines 1-4) we extract the pressure values from the nodes and sort them in decreasing
order. The list of pressure stages (represented by upper bounds) is initialized as an empty
list (line 5). The variable previous pressure always holds the previously seen pressure value.
To ensure that the first value indicates a large step, this variable is initialized with infinity
(line 6). Now the main loop begins in which we iterate over all pressure values in decreasing
order (line 7). For each value, we check if we identify a large step compared to the previous
value. We define such a large step as a value decrease by the factor 0.8 or smaller (line 8).
If this condition is true, we have found a new pressure stage and add the current value as an
upper bound to the list of pressure stages (line 9). If the condition is not true, the current
value does not belong to a new pressure stage. In both cases, we update the previous seen
pressure to the current one and proceed with the next value (line 10). This is done until
all values have been checked, then the list of pressure stages is returned (line 12).

The pressure stage of each node v € V' is then the interval that p(v) fits into, i.e., p(v) is
less or equal than its upper bound, but greater than the following upper bound.

In Figure the resulting pressure stages of an example gas network are visualised. All
nodes of the same colour belong to the same pressure stage, pink square nodes are sources
of the network (remember that this includes the end nodes of regulators). In this and
following visualisations of pressure stages, the ordering from highest to lowest pressure
stage is red, orange, yellow, blue, green, purple, brown, grey. Remember that due to errors
some nodes have a pressure value of zero; these are shown as black nodes and we do not
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Algorithm 4.1: COMPUTING THE PRESSURE STAGES OF A NETWORK G
Input: Graph G = (V, E), pressure p: V — R
Output: List of pressure stages, represented by their upper bound

1 pressures < ()
forall v € V do
L pressures. APPEND (p(v))

w N

sortedPressures <~ SORTDECREASING (pressures)
pressureStages < ()
previousPressure < co
forall pressure € sortedPressures do
if pressure < previousPressure - 0.8 then
L pressureStages.APPEND (pressure)

© ® N O Otk

10 previousPressure < pressure

11
12 return pressureStages

Figure 4.2.: Pressure stages of a gas network. All nodes of the same colour belong to the
same pressure stage; pink nodes represent sources of the network.

consider them as a pressure stage. Also note that the colours are not related to concrete
pressure values and therefore cannot be compared among networks. They only show the
ordering of pressure stages.

Using the example in Figure let us briefly recap the meaning of these pressure stages.
All nodes of the same colour nearly have the same pressure, only differing slightly due to
the decrease in pressure while the gas is transferred through the network. Between different
stages, large differences in pressure exist. The different stages are strictly separated from
each other, with the only exception being connections by regulators. This follows from the
way we constructed the pressure stages, as the large steps leading to a new pressure stage
derive only from regulators. We see this separation in the example no direct edge
exists between an orange and a red node, and the same is true for all colour pairs. Thus,
the pressure stages divide the gas network into different components.

In the following, when talking about a pressure stage, we mean the nodes belonging to this
stage.
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Figure 4.3.: Pressure stages and pressure areas. All brown nodes form one pressure stage,
each connected component of brown nodes forms one pressure area.

When analysing the different pressure stages, we observe that not each pressure stage forms
a connected graph. As an example, we look at another gas network shown in Figure
We observe that the orange pressure stage forms only one connected component, while
the brown pressure stage consists of multiple components that are not directly connected
among each other. For each pressure stage, these components are called the pressure areas
of this stage (i.e., each component is a single pressure area). In the context of gas networks,
this can mean, for example, that the orange pressure stage is a main supply line with
higher pressure. From this main line, multiple branches branch off and lead (directly or
with other stages between) to areas of the brown stage with lower pressure.

4.3.2. Parameters based on Pressure Stages

Our first parameter is the average pressure Prq,,(G) in the network G. To determine this,
we do not use the pressure p(v) of the nodes v € V, but the pressure p(e) of the edges
e € E,. This allows us to weight the pressure values with the length of the pipelines to get
a much more meaningful average pressure value. Thus, we define this parameter as follows:

Seer, Ue) ple)

Pl“avr(G) - ZeeEp l(e)

(4.10)

In addition to that, we also compute the minimum and maximum pressure values, denoted
as Prmin(G) and Priq.(G).

The next two parameters are the number of different pressure stages NumStages(G) and
the number of pressure areas NumAreas(G).

4.3.3. Parameters based on Pressure Areas

We now take a look at the connections between the pressure stages and areas. For this we
modify our graph in the following way. First, the graph is transformed to a multigraph.
While this does not change the graph immediately, it allows multiple edges in the next step.
In this next step, each pressure area is contracted to one single node. Each edge between
those nodes stands for one connection between their corresponding pressure areas. If two
areas are connected by multiple connections, this is represented by multiple edges between
their contracted nodes. We refer to this modified multigraph as the area connection graph
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Pressure Stage
~
°

Figure 4.4.: Contraction of each pressure area to a single node. (a) Shows the original gas
network, (b) shows the contracted area connection graph.

G acg. An example contraction is shown in Figure (a) shows the gas network with
its pressure stages and areas, (b) shows the contracted multigraph. Multiple edges are
visualised as a single edge with the actual number of edges, which we call the cardinality of
an edge, shown as the edge label. Take for example the large blue area. It is connected
to the larger orange area by two regulators, therefore the number of edges (i.e., the edge
label) between their contracted nodes is 2. The same blue area is also connected to the
yellow area, again by two regulators. In the visualisation, the y-coordinate of a contracted
node denotes the pressure stage the node belongs to. As before, the first pressure stage
(shown at the top) is the one with the highest pressure value. When looking at a specific
node, we refer to edges that come from a higher pressure stage node as incoming edges and
to edges that go to lower pressure nodes as outgoing edges.

Note that from the visualisation of the area connection graph, one can also easily read the
parameters NumStages (the height of the graph) and NumAreas (the number of nodes in

Gaca)-

With the area connection graph, we examine several parameters that describe the connec-
tions between the pressure areas. The most straightforward parameter is the number of
regulators in G. That is the number of connections between pressure areas and therefore the
sum of all edge cardinalities in G4cg. We denote this parameter as NumRegulators(G).
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The next two parameters are the number of source areas NumSources(G) and the number
of sink areas NumSinks(G). A source area is a pressure area that is not connected to any
area of a higher pressure stage, and a sink area is an area that is not connected to any area
of a lower pressure stage. In G 4¢¢, these are the nodes with no incoming or no outgoing
edge, respectively.

Next, we examine the ingoing edges of the areas that are not source areas. Each ingoing
edge can be seen as a regulator that supplies such an area, coming from an area with higher
pressure. We now examine by how many regulators an area is supplied and from how many
different pressure areas and pressure stages these supplies come from. These examinations
are performed on the area connection graph G 4cg. Recap that in this graph, each node
represents one pressure area and each edge is associated with a cardinality.

First, we have the parameter numSuppliesTotal(v) that denotes the number of regulators
of higher pressure a given node v is supplied by. This corresponds to the sum of cardinalities
of all ingoing edges of v. Next, we determine from how many different pressure areas
these regulators come. This corresponds to the number of ingoing edges of v, and we
refer to this parameter as numSuppliesAreas(v). Lastly, we examine the number of
different pressure stages the supplying pressure areas belong to. This parameter is called
numSuppliesStages(v). As an example, we again take a look at the left blue node in
Figure (b). That node is supplied by 2 + 2 = 4 regulators, coming from two pressure
areas that also come from two different stages. Of course, the two latter parameters are
not always the same: the yellow node for example is supplied by two areas that have the
same pressure stage. However, the inequality numSuppliesT otal > numSuppliesAreas >
numSuppliesStages always holds.

We compute these parameters for all nodes in G og that do not represent a source area,
and then compute for each parameter the maximum and the arithmetic mean among all
these nodes.

Another aspect of the connections between pressure stages is that stages can be “skipped”
by a regulator, i.e., the pressure is not regulated to the next pressure stage, but to an even
lower stage. In the network shown in Figure (b), this is the case for the right orange
node. From this node, an edge goes to the blue pressure stage, skipping the yellow stage.
For each edge in G 4cq, we compute how many stages are skipped. We then calculate
the maximum and the arithmetic mean among all edges and refer to these parameters as
SkippedStages(G).

4.3.4. Expectations

Similar to the inner diameter of pipelines, the pressure is only an upper bound for the
amount of gas that can be transferred through a network in a fixed amount of time. Thus,
it does not provide much information about the actual amount of transferred gas, making
it hard to predict parameters like the average pressure value upfront.

Still, we have some assumptions concerning the number of pressure stages and areas. Due
to the structure of rural areas (that is, a long main supply line with several branches), we
expect to have a higher number of pressure areas belonging to the same pressure stage
compared to inner cities. In the latter, we expect to see less different pressure stages, but
also more areas supplied by multiple inputs. Because of our expectation to observe more
pressure areas and more pressure stages, we also presume the number of regulators to be
higher in rural areas.

4.3.5. Examining previous Parameters on Lower Pressure Stages

When comparing the networks with the parameters from this chapter, this is always done
on the complete graph. In addition, it can be of interest to compare certain parameters
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4. Examined Parameters

only on the lower pressure stages that represent the gas network level of consumers. In
this subsection, we first explain how we compute this so-called low pressure graph Gioy
and then describe which parameters we analyse on it.

To compute Gy, we have to decide which pressure stages it should consist of. Since some
networks contain very few nodes on the lowest pressure stage, we do not find it sufficient
to use only the nodes of the lowest stage. Instead, we want Gj,,, to contain roughly 40 %
of the nodes in G. To achieve this, we iterate through the pressure stages from lowest to
highest and add all nodes of the current stage to G, until it contains at least 20 % of all
nodes in G. These 20 % are the minimum number of nodes we want to be in Gjy,,. Next,
we add more pressure stages to Gy, until the proportion of nodes in G, is as close to
the wanted 40 % as possible. Note that we always add all nodes of the current pressure
stage, which can result in G, consisting of more than 40 % of the nodes in G. The reason
we do not add pressure stages until at least 40 % of nodes are in Gy, is that sometimes
few pressure stages make of a large portion of the network. In some of these cases, adding
the next stage to cross the 40 % threshold would result in more than 80 % of all nodes to
belong to Gju, which is undesirable for our purposes.

Also note that Gy, does not have to be a connected graph.

On this low pressure graph Gj,,,, we examine three of the parameters described above,
namely the pipeline lengths, the inner diameter of pipelines and the node degree. For each
of these we examine the maximum and the arithmetic mean. We denote these parameters
on Giow as Lenjow, I Doy and Degioy,-

Our expectations regarding these parameters are quite similar to their counterparts on
the whole network. However, we think that these expected characteristics are even more
pronounced in the lower pressure stages.

4.4. 2-Core and Attached Trees

In this section, we explain several parameters that describe the 2-core G5 and its complement
G of a graph G. With these parameters, we try to describe the structure of G by splitting
it into two major components. With the parameters examined on these components, a
large part of the structure of the graph is captured.

In the following, we first explain what the 2-core and its complement are. Then, we go
through the parameters we selected to describe both of them.

4.4.1. Explaining the 2-Core

The 2-core of a graph G is computed by iteratively removing nodes with degree less than 2.
Since all of our graphs are connected, this simplifies to removing leaves of the graph, i.e.,
nodes with degree 1. Removing a node v means to remove it from V as well as removing
all edges from E that are incident to v. At the end of this procedure, all nodes in the
remaining graph Gy have degree 2 or more. Note that for most graphs multiple iterations
are required, as removing all leaves from a graph can create new leaves to be removed in
the following iteration, and so on. The remaining nodes, i.e., the 2-core, are exactly the
nodes that are either part of a cycle in G or are part of a path that connects two cycles.
We refer to the set of nodes and the number of nodes in G5 as V5 and no.

As the complement graph G5 of the 2-core we denote the subgraph induced by all nodes
that have been removed while computing the 2-core. These nodes have the characteristic
that they form a so-called forest: a set of unconnected components where each component
is a tree. This property follows directly from the observation that no cycles can exist in Go
as these would belong to G.

With these definitions, we can now describe G as the combination of two components: the
2-core and its complement that we will often refer to as the attached trees. In Figure
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4.4. 2-Core and Attached Trees

Figure 4.5.: Decomposition of a gas network into the 2-core and its complement. Orange
nodes belong to the 2-core, the blue nodes are the attached trees in the
complement. The pink square node represents a source of the network.

and Figure the decompositions of two example gas networks into their 2-cores (orange
nodes) and their complements (blue nodes) are shown. Again, sources of the network are
highlighted as pink squares.

In the context of gas networks, we assume that the 2-core can be seen as the main supply
infrastructure, while the attached trees are the supply lines to the consumers.

4.4.2. Structure of the 2-Core

In this subsection, we present parameters that describe the structure of the 2-core. This
also includes information on how the trees are attached to the 2-core. The first parameter
is the number of nodes that belong to G5 in relation to the total number of nodes in G:

SizeTwocore(G) = —. (4.11)

For the next parameters, we further decompose the 2-core. In the following, when we talk
about the node degree, we refer to the degree in G5 if not stated otherwise.

The 2-core is composed of nodes with degree > 3 and nodes with degree 2. Consider two
nodes u,v with d(u) > 3,d(v) > 3 that are connected by a path on which there are no
other nodes with degree > 3. We denote such a path as a core path. The number of nodes
with degree 2 on a core path p is either 0 if p is only a single edge {u, v}, or greater zero if
other nodes are on the path. The latter case is often seen in Figure single edges are
often seen in Figure Each node on such a path is the “connection” point in G2 to the
root of at least one attached tree in Go. This follows from the property that in G' no nodes
with degree 2 exist, and therefore a node with degree 2 in G2 has to have at least one edge
incident to a node in G5. For each attached tree, we call this connection point the origin
of the tree. A node in Gs is an origin node if it is the origin of at least one tree. Therefore,
the number of nodes on a core path p is a lower bound of the number of trees that are
attached on p. As an example, we look at the leftmost core path of the graph in Figure
there are 8 nodes on the path, each of which is the origin of exactly one tree.

Given this, we define the next parameter numOrigins(p) as the number of nodes with
degree 2 on a core path p between two nodes with degree > 3 in G2. To evaluate this
parameter on the whole network G, we compute numOrigins(p) for each core path p
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Figure 4.6.: Decomposition of a gas network into the 2-core and its complement. Orange
nodes belong to the 2-core, the blue nodes are the attached trees in the
complement. The pink square nodes represent either regulators or sources of
the network.

and compute four statistical numbers: the minimum NumO7Tiginsm,,(G) and maximum
NumOTiginsmae:(G), the arithmetic mean NumO7riginsa,,(G) and the standard deviation
NumOTriginssige, (G).

When analysing these core paths between two nodes u and v, we are not only interested
in the number of nodes on that path, but also in the distances between them. This
distance is exactly the length of the edge between two nodes. For the first and the last
node of the path we use the distance to u or v, respectively. As before, we analyse all
these distances in G2 and compute the minimum DistancesOriginsm,(G) and maximum
DistancesOriginsmqs(G), the arithmetic mean DistancesOriginsg,,(G) and the standard
deviation DistancesOriginssige,(G).

When introducing the concept of core paths, we distinguished between nodes with degree
> 3 and nodes with degree 2 in GGo. The ratio between the number of both node types
can be of interest, as we already see significant differences in the two examples mentioned
earlier. Thus, we introduce the parameter RatioHigher Degree(G) that is computed as
the proportion of nodes in G5 that have degree > 3:

_ HveVs [dlv) 23}

na

RatioHigherDegree(G)

(4.12)

The last two parameters of this subsection cover further aspects of the origin nodes. Our
assumption is that most time, origin nodes have degree 2 in G5. Furthermore, it seems to
be rare that one node is the origin for more than one attached tree. For both examples
shown previously, one can quickly confirm that both assumptions are true. But, as we see
in cut-outs of another gas network in Figure and in Figure [4.8] both of these events
can indeed occur. The number of origin nodes with degree > 3 in G5 and the number
of origin nodes that are origin of multiple trees are called OriginHigherDegree(G) and
OriginsMultiple(G), respectively.

4.4.3. Structure of the Complement Graph

In the last subsection, we found parameters that describe patterns of where the attached
trees of G are placed. In this subsection, we introduce parameters that characterise the
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Figure 4.7.: Example of an origin node, namely the green square one, that has degree 3 in
Gs.

structure of the trees themselves. We analyse three characteristics of each tree t: the size,
the depth and the number of leaves. In Figure an example of an attached tree is shown,
including its origin node in the 2-core. The edges are labelled with their length. For the
following parameters, we will refer to this example tree.

The size size(t) of a tree is simply the number of nodes of t. In the example tree,
size(t) = 13.

The depth depth(t) of a tree is the maximum length of all shortest paths from the root r to
each leaf, i.e., it is the distance from r to the furthest leaf. Thus, it is a way of measuring
how large ¢ is in terms of real-world distance. In our example, the leaf with the longest
shortest path to the root is v, and this results in depth(t) = 215.0.

The last parameter is the number of leaves of ¢, denoted with numLeaves(t). In the
example tree, numLeaves(t) = 6.

Note that a tree t may only consist of a single node. In that case, we define size(t) = 1,
depth(t) = 0 and numLeaves(t) = 1.

These three parameters are computed for each tree in G3. The corresponding global
parameters that are computed over all trees are denoted as SizeTrees(G), DepthTrees(G)
and LeavesTrees(G). For each of these four parameters we analyse the minimum, the
maximum, the arithmetic mean and the standard deviation.

4.4.4. Expectations

For most of the parameters based on G and G2, we find it hard to predict specific patterns.
In general, our hope is that the description of the structure of both components shows
common features and differences between instances that other parameters do not cover.
However, for some parameters we have some expectations. We assume the distances
between attached trees to be higher in rural areas and industrial areas than in residential
areas and inner cities since the density of consumers is much higher in the latter. Because
of the assumed larger meshedness in inner cities, we also assume the proportion of nodes
in G2 to be higher there compared to rural areas.
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Figure 4.8.: Example of an origin node, namely the green square one, that is origin of two
attached trees.
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Figure 4.9.: Example of an attached tree. Three important nodes are the origin node o,
the root r and the furthest node v.

4.5. Further Parameters

In this section, we discuss two more parameters that do not fit well in any of the previous
sections.

The first of these is the treewidth of a graph G, denoted as TW(G). This parameter
describes how far G is from being a tree. The treewidth of trees is exactly 1, and the larger
TW(G) is, the further is G from being a tree. We will not discuss how the treewidth is
being computed in this work, but it is worth mentioning that computing the treewidth
is N'P-complete [ACP87]. Thus, we will use heuristics to approximate this parameter.
Two well-known heuristics are the Minimum Degree Heuristic and the Minimum Fill-in
Heuristic. As both of these overestimate the actual treewidth, we define TW (G) as the
minimum of the treewidths computed by the heuristics.

We expect the networks in more densely populated areas to be more meshed and thus less
tree-like than in rural areas. Therefore, we expect larger treewidth values in these more
populated networks.
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The second parameter IsPlanar(G) is Boolean and states if a graph G is planar or not. A
planar graph can be drawn in the plane in a way that no edges cross each other. In the
context of gas networks, crossing edges mean that two pipelines at different depths pass
through the same point in the plane. In planar networks, this does never happen. Recall
that our given network instances have no coordinates; thus, if the graph is shown to be
planar, it does not necessarily mean that no pipelines cross in the real network. It just
means that the pipelines can be laid in a way that they do not cross each other. On the
other hand, if the graph is shown to be not planar, this means that also in the real network
at least two pipelines cross.

Due to the fact that rural areas provide more space for the pipelines to be laid and the
connected points are less densely distributed than in inner cities, our expectation is that
rural areas tend to be planar more often than inner cities.
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5. Parameter Analysis

In this chapter, we analyse the parameters described in the previous chapter. For each
category of parameters (see the overview in Table , we first present a tabular overview
of the computed values in all gas network instances. We then analyse and evaluate these
values, i.e., point out differences and common features between the instances. As stated
before, we both compare the instances within a class and between the classes to find out
whether the class label set seems to be meaningful or not. Thus, for each parameter there
are several possible outcomes. If it has similar values for all networks of each class, but
dissimilar values across the classes, this is an indicator that the assumed classes are correct.
On the other hand, if the parameter has similar values for all networks of two classes, it is
an indicator that these classes may not be distinguishable and should be one class. And, of
course, a parameter can have no meaning at all, for example if the values differ on each
instance significantly, no matter of which class the instances are.

We do not expect all parameters to have the same outcome. On the contrary, we expect all
of the above outcomes to occur. Therefore, in Section we bring together our findings
and do an overall evaluation, where we come to a conclusion regarding what our class set
may look like.

Our data set consists of 11 gas network instances. In Table these instances are shown
together with their number of nodes and edges and their label. Remember that these labels
are not fixed but denote which type of area the instances originate from. The instances
are named with the first three letters of their label, followed by a numeric identifier. The
visualisations of all instances are shown in Appendix as well as the visualisations of
their pressure stages in Appendix

5.1. Length, Geographic Extent and Inner Diameter

5.1.1. Analysis

We begin our analysis with the parameters length and inner diameter, shown in Table
The maximum length shows quite similar values between the old town and the residential
areas, although Res3 is higher than the others. In contrast, all rural areas and inner cities
have significantly higher values. Among these networks, the values are widely spread
within similar intervals. The industrial area networks both have quite similar values and
differ from the other networks, ranking between the before-mentioned ranges. The average
and median length show that the old town network and the residential areas again have
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Table 5.1.: Overview of the gas network instances.

Gas Network Attribute
Instance Label Nodes Edges
Innl Inner City 741 883
Inn2 Inner City 2174 2666
Old1 Old Town 166 201
Resl Residential Area 258 283
Res2 Residential Area 438 495
Res3 Residential Area 391 422
Rurl Rural Area 219 234
Rur2 Rural Area 2782 2967
Rur3 Rural Area 904 988
Ind1 Industrial Area 59 61
Ind2 Industrial Area 52 55

Table 5.2.: Length and inner diameter.

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Lenmin  Lenmax Lenayr Lenpman  IDmin IDmax  IDaye  IDman
Innl 0.3 5499 131.5 86.7 51.4 900 141.6 107.1
Inn2 0.1 2272 99.1 67.3 8.0 546 1779 160.3
Old1 0.3 528 69.7 49.2 32.6 250 119.9 1079
Resl 0.5 520 77.2 55.2 37.2 316 1114 102.2
Res2 0.1 730 85.7 52.6 26.2 210 118.4 107.9
Res3 0.4 1221 75.7 49.0 26.2 900 107.8 53.1
Rurl 0.2 3046 105.0 47.1 26.2 159 88.7 90.0
Rur2 0.4 5678 96.8 49.7 20.4 900 97.8 51.4
Rur3 0.3 2418 114.6 70.7 26.2 900 86.2 51.4
Ind1 0.9 1884 167.4 129.9 40.8 256 133.7 130.8
Ind2 0.9 1628 275.9 186.3 51.4 900 185.1 121.9

similar values that are lower than the ones of the rural areas and the inner cities. The
most noticeable observation here is that the values of the industrial areas are much larger,
especially for the median. The minimum length does not seem to provide much information,
only the industrial areas have mentionable higher values than the rest.

For the inner diameter the minimum and maximum do not yield useful information. The
arithmetic mean in contrast is quite interesting, as it shows non-overlapping intervals
between the inner cities, the residential areas plus the old town, and the rural areas.
However, the gap between Rur2 and Res3 is not that large. Both industrial networks have
values quite similar to both inner cities. Meanwhile, the median of the inner diameter does
not provide such useful information.

Next, we analyse the parameters that describe the geographic extent and centrality of the
networks. These are shown in Table . The absolute values (P Ly, Diam, Rad, Cent)
all seem to strongly correlate with the number of nodes of the network. Thus, we observe
differences between the networks, but they do not contain much new information. We
therefore focus on the parameters that we scaled by the number of nodes. For these four
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5.2. Meshedness and Connectivity

Table 5.3.: Average path length, diameter, radius and centrality.

Gas Network Parameter
Instance  pr = pr_ . Diam Diam, Rad Rad, Cent Cent,
Innl 2723 3.67 9473 12.78 5135  6.93 1946 2.63
Inn2 3965 1.82 14818 6.82 7438 3.42 2744 1.26
Old1 508 3.06 1654 9.97 871  5.25 363 2.19
Resl 1181 4.58 3763 14.59 1886  7.31 819 3.17
Res2 1550 3.54 4785 10.92 2458  5.61 1013 2.31
Res3 1411 3.61 4402 11.26 2224  5.69 928 2.37
Rurl 3076 14.1 8852 40.42 4793 21.89 2191 10.00
Rur2 16737 6.02 54945 19.75 27721  9.97 11301 4.06
Rur3 7974 882 17771 19.66 10433 11.54 6000 6.64
Ind1 1070 18.14 3611 61.20 1885 31.94 767 13.00
Ind2 1679  32.29 5570 107.11 2955 56.83 1175  22.60

parameters we observe some interesting common features and differences between the
instances. The inner city, the old town and the residential area networks have quite similar
values, though the residential area ones tend to be a bit higher. In contrast, the values
of the rural areas and even more those of the industrial areas stand out clearly from the
other networks as they are considerably greater. This seems to confirm our assumption
that the node density is considerably smaller in rural areas and industrial areas. It also
fits our previous observation that the average pipe lengths, and therefore the distances
between two nodes, is greatest in industrial areas.

5.1.2. Evaluation

In general, the length and inner diameter indicate that the assumed class label set fits
quite well, since many parameters have quite similar values within one class, but different
intervals between the classes. An exception is the old town network that is very similar to
the residential areas. With the maximum length, we can distinguish between the residential
areas (plus the old town) and the other classes. The average and median length are useful
to identify industrial areas, while the average diameter can be helpful to separate the inner
cities from the rural areas.

Still, we also observe some large gaps between parameter values of the same network type,
especially when looking at the two inner cities and the two industrial areas. Also, some
intervals overlap, for example the average length of the inner cities and the rural areas.
The extent and centrality parameters show quite similar values in a comparatively small
interval across the inner cities, residential areas and the old town. They are therefore not
useful to distinguish between networks of these classes. However, they are in fact very
helpful to separate the rural areas and industrial areas from the other types, and even to
distinguish between these two classes.

5.2. Meshedness and Connectivity

5.2.1. Analysis

We now analyse the parameters that deal with the meshedness, these are shown in Table
The maximum node degree does not vary too much among all networks. Innl is the only
network where Degp,q, = 5, for all other classes with the exception of the industrial areas
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Table 5.4.: Node degree and clustering coeflicient.

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Degmin Degmax Degavr CC
Innl 1 5 2.383 0.014
Inn2 4 2.453 0.017
Old1 1 3 2.422  0.000
Resl 1 3 2.194 0.012
Res2 1 4 2.260 0.008
Res3 1 4 2.159  0.005
Rurl 1 3 2.137 0.014
Rur2 1 4 2.133  0.005
Rur3 1 4 2.186 0.014
Ind1l 1 3 2.068 0.017
Ind2 1 3 2.115 0.019

we observe instances with maximum degrees of both 3 and 4. In contrast, the average node
degree offers some valuable information as the values are significantly greater in the inner
cities and the old town in comparison to the other networks. Also, the values in these two
classes are fairly close to each other. The residential areas and the rural areas have quite
similar values, while those of the industrial areas are a bit smaller, especially in Ind1.
The clustering coefficient has the greatest values in the industrial area and the inner city
networks. The values of the rural area and residential area networks are very similar to
each other, while the old town has a value of zero.

5.2.2. Evaluation

The average node degree seems to be very useful to separate inner cities and old towns
from the other classes. This matches our expectations that inner cities are more tightly
meshed than the other networks. Another important observation is that the average node
degree of the old town network is very similar to the inner cities. This is in contrast to
the findings of the previous section, where the old town was very similar to the residential
areas.

The average node degree does not differ too much among the residential areas and rural
areas, even though it tends to be a bit smaller in the latter. Industrial areas seem to be
the least meshed, though the average node degree interval is not that far away from the
residential areas and rural areas. Thus, this parameter is an indicator, but not perfectly
suited to differentiate between these three classes.

The clustering coefficient does not provide too much information. However, it is worth
mentioning that it equals zero in the old town network. This is somewhat surprising, as the
old town has a very similar average node degree as the inner cities, for which the clustering
coefficient is significantly greater.

5.3. Pressure

5.3.1. Analysis

In this section, we analyse the parameters concerned with the pressure of the networks,
starting with the parameters in Table We observe that the minimum and maximum
pressure do not provide much useful information as the values differ very much among
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5.3. Pressure

Table 5.5.: Minimum and maximum pressure, average pressure, number of pressure stages
and number of pressure areas.

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Pryin ~ Prmax  Prayr  NumStages NumAreas

Innl 0.0219 40.00 2.525 4 6
Inn2 0.0237 70.00 1.185 7 10
Old1 0.0236 0.54 0.127 2 3
Resl 0.0235 0.54 0.270 3 3
Res2 0.0228 40.00 0.299 8 10
Res3 0.2742 12.39 0.385 2
Rurl 0.0219 40.00 0.740 5 8
Rur2 0.1000 12.50 2.360 8 22
Rur3 0.4898 12.60 1.873 3 4
Ind1 0.5179 7.85  0.528 2 2
Ind2 3.4311 12.60 3.521 2 2

most networks. When it comes to the average pressure, we observe very homogenous, small
values for the residential areas. The old town has an even smaller, but still quite similar
value. For the rural areas and industrial areas, the values have a wide range and differ
greatly from each other. Still, they all are greater than the residential area values. The
average pressures of both inner cities are also significantly higher than the residential area
ones, but also differ by factor 2 from each other.

Regarding the number of different pressure stages and pressure areas, we are interested
in both the individual numbers and the difference between them. We observe that both
industrial areas only have two stages and two areas. The classes inner city, residential
area and rural area each have instances with both smaller and larger numbers. For the
residential areas, Res2 stands out a lot from the other instances and looks more similar to
the inner cities. It is also noticeable that the rural areas and the inner cities all have more
areas than stages, especially Rur2 has an extremely high number of areas.

We observe similar results for the parameters shown in Table The industrial areas
are identical to each other, while the other classes have varying values. Again, Res2 and
Rur2 are somewhat outstanding, both having a lot of regulators and skipped stages, quite
similar as Inn2. The numbers of source and sink areas do not provide much information,
although the number of sinks of Rur2 is extremely high.

We also analysed the connections between the pressure areas, the resulting parameter values
are shown in Table However, we have to state that these parameters do not provide new
information; just as the previous parameters, the values vary quite a lot from each other,
both within and between the classes. The only exceptions are again the two industrial
areas. One parameter that is somewhat interesting is the average regulator supply, i.e.,
the number of regulators that supply an area. For this parameter, inner cities, residential
areas and the old town tend to have higher numbers than the rural areas. Furthermore,
Res2 is again more similar to the inner cities than to the other residential areas.

Lastly, we take a look at the low pressure graph parameters, shown in Table We also
compare them with the corresponding parameters of the full networks, shown in Table
(length and inner diameter) and Table (node degree). For the maximum and the
average pipeline length, we see that the inner city networks and two of the rural areas
have significantly lower values than on the full graph, while the industrial areas did not
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Table 5.6.: NumRegulators, NumSources, NumSinks, SkippedStagesmax, SkippedStagesay:-

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Regulators Sources Sinks skippedp.x skippeday:
Innl 9 2 2 1 0.33
Inn2 25 2 5 2 1.16
Old1 4 2 1 0 0.00
Resl 3 1 2 1 0.33
Res2 20 3 3 3 1.25
Res3 2 1 0 0.00
Rurl 7 2 6 1 0.57
Rur2 27 1 17 5 2.78
Rur3 3 2 1 0 0.00
Ind1 1 1 1 0 0.00
Ind2 1 1 1 0 0.00

Table 5.7.: NumSuppliesTotal (ST), NumSuppliesAreas (SA), NumSuppliesStages (SS).

Gas Network Parameter

Instance  gp = STyr SAmac SAwr SSmax  SSaw
Innl 4 2.25 2 1.50 2 1.25
Inn2 13 3.13 2 1.13 1 1.00
Old1 4 4.00 2 2.00 1 1.00
Resl 2 1.50 1 1.00 1 1.00
Res2 10 2.86 4 1.57 3 1.43
Res3 2 2.00 2 2.00 1 1.00
Rurl 2 1.17 1 1.00 1 1.00
Rur2 3 1.29 2 1.05 2 1.05
Rur3 2 1.50 2 1.50 1 1.00
Indl 1 1.00 1 1.00 1 1.00
Ind2 1 1.00 1 1.00 1 1.00

change at all. The old town and residential areas did slightly decrease, but not as much as
the rural areas and inner cities. It stands out that the maximum length of Res3, which
has also the greatest maximum length among the full residential area networks, did not
change. Comparing the network types shows that the differences between inner cities and
residential areas have decreased. Also, the rural areas and the residential areas are now
closer to each other than on the full graph. The industrial areas still have much higher
values.

As for the inner diameters, we observe that both the maximum and average are quite the
same as on the full graph. The only exception is the average inner diameter of Innl that
increased from 141.6 to 168.7 and is now very close to the value of Inn2. This also increased
the gap between the inner cities and the residential areas.

The maximum node degree decreased from 5 to 4 in Innl while staying the same in all
other networks. When comparing the average node degree on the low pressure graph with
the full graph, we find both decreases and increases depending on the instance. However,
these changes are mostly very small, and therefore, the analyses here are quite the same as
on the full graph.
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5.4. 2-Core and Attached Trees

Table 5.8.: Low pressure graph: length, inner diameter, node degree.

(Gas Network Parameter
Instance Lenmax Lengyy IDmax  IDayr  Degmax  Degayr
Innl 822 102.0 900 168.7 4 2.438
Inn2 1365 88.3 546 170.3 4 2.478
Old1 355 61.8 250 119.3 3 2.458
Resl 520 68.1 184 107.1 3 2.217
Res2 544 78.6 210 120.9 4 2.248
Res3 1221 75.8 900 107.8 4 2.160
Rurl 385 71.3 131 91.1 3 2.055
Rur2 821 67.7 900 90.1 4 2.135
Rur3 496 89.7 900 85.9 4 2.255
Ind1 1884 168.4 256 133.7 3 2.069
Ind2 1628 279.4 900 184.2 3 2.120

5.3.2. Evaluation

We observed that the average pressure is indeed useful for classification. All residential
areas as well as the old town have quite similar and significantly smaller average pressures
than all other network classes. However, the other classes do not have very homogenous
values for this parameter and also have similar intervals. Thus, the average pressure is well
suited only to separate the residential areas and old towns from the other networks.

In contrast, the parameters concerning the different pressure stages and pressure areas
do not show characteristics that are clear enough to use them for classification. Most
parameters vary a lot among the instances of the classes, and also among the different classes
there are a lot of overlapping intervals. One interesting observation is that the instance
Res2 tends to be more similar to the inner city instances than to the other residential
area instances. Although this is only true for a subset of the parameters discussed here, it
suggests that the borders between inner cities and residential areas may be blurred with
respect to these parameters.

The low pressure graph does not provide too much additional information. The average
inner diameter values are slightly clearer here since the inner cities are closer together and
the difference to the residential areas does increase. Therefore, this parameter can be used
in addition to its full graph counterpart. Furthermore, the intervals for the maximum and
average length are closer together on the low pressure graph. This may indicate that the
differences in length between inner cities and rural areas on the one side and the residential
areas and old town on the other side are mainly located on the higher pressure stages.

5.4. 2-Core and Attached Trees

5.4.1. Analysis

In this subsection, we analyse the 2-core G and its complement G5, starting with the
parameters presented in Table [5.9 For the proportion of nodes in Gg, we observe the
highest values in the old town and the inner city networks. These have significantly higher
values than all other networks, with the exception of Res2 that is ranked between the
former and both other residential areas. The other networks do not differ much from each
other.

We observe very similar results for the ratio of nodes in G2 that have degree > 3, but
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5. Parameter Analysis

Table 5.9.: SizeTwocore (STC), RatioHigherDegree (RHD), OriginsHigherDegree (OHD),
OriginsMultiple (OM).

Gas Network Parameter
Instance  gp Rgp OHD OM
Innl 0.601 0.616 9 8
Inn2 0.653 0.654 13 6
0Old1 0.663 0.636 0 0
Resl 0.442 0.439 0 0
Res2 0.567 0.460 1 0
Res3 0.419 0.372 0 0
Rurl 0.411 0.333 0 0
Rur2 0.373 0.348% 4 6
Rur3 0.433 0.427 1 8
Ind1 0.356 0.191 0 0
Ind2 0.385 0.300 0 0

here Res2 is fairly close to the other residential areas, making the difference between those
and the inner cities and the old town noticeably larger. The two industrial areas have the
lowest values here, though the larger one is not much smaller than some rural areas and
residential areas.

The next parameters deal with the origin nodes in G3. Both the number of origin nodes
with degree > 3 and the number of origin nodes that are the origin of more than one tree
show pretty interesting results. We observe high numbers for both inner cities, while both
numbers are zero for the old town, both industrial areas and two of the residential areas.
Also, Res2 has zero multiple origin nodes and only one with degree > 3. For the rural
areas we see varying values, ranging from zero to values similar to the inner cities.

We proceed with the statistical parameters concerned with the number of origin nodes
on core paths and the distances between them (Table [5.10). For the maximum number
we observe very heterogenous values, both within and between the classes. The average
though shows noticeably smaller values for the inner cities and the old town and larger
values for the industrial areas. The rural areas and residential areas have quite similar
values.

Looking at the distances between origin nodes, we see that the inner cities and the rural
areas have similar maximum values, which are significantly higher than the ones of the
old town, the residential areas and the industrial areas. The latter three also have quite
similar values, though Res3 has a noticeably higher maximum. The average distance is
significantly higher in rural areas and industrial areas compared to residential areas and
the old town. The two inner city networks differ strongly from each other: Inn2 has values
similar to the residential areas, Innl looks similar to the rural areas.

For both parameters the standard deviation mostly correlates with the average values and
therefore does not offer much additional information. An exception to this is DOgge, in
the industrial area networks as it is much smaller than for the rural areas, despite having
larger average distances. It also stands out that the maximum distances in the industrial
areas are very small compared to their average.

At last, we analyse G, i.e., the attached trees. The statistics about the size and the depth
of the trees are presented in Table the statistics about the number of leaves are shown
in Table

The maximum sizes are very inconsistent and therefore do not offer much valuable infor-
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5.4. 2-Core and Attached Trees

Table 5.10.: NumOrigins (NO), DistancesOrigins (DO).

(Gas Network Parameter
Instance NOmin Nomax Noavr NOstdev Domin DOmaX DOavr DOstdev
Innl 0 7 0.397 0.882 0.4 5499 184.0 501.0
Inn2 0 19 0.335 1.073 0.9 2272 112.8 162.5
Old1 0 5) 0.352 0.717 0.8 528 84.9 96.0
Resl 0 10 0.813 1.581 0.5 520 82.8 98.4
Res2 0 6 0.690 1.125 0.7 730 108.5 124.9
Res3 0 7 1.120 1.601 0.5 1221 96.5 145.0
Rurl 0 5 1.222 1.489 0.9 3046 186.4 398.9
Rur2 0 16 1.205 2.032 0.4 3435 140.6 287.5
Rur3 0 17 0.889 1.797 0.3 2398 142.8 250.5
Ind1 0 8 2.833 3.078 1.1 526 179.7 136.6
Ind2 0 4 1.556 1.423 15.1 517 239.1 148.8

mation. The average size separates the instances quite clearly into two groups: both inner
cities, the old town and Res2 on the one side, the other networks on the other side. The
standard deviation is again mostly correlated with the average values, but interestingly
this is not true for Old1 and Res2. On these instances, that parameter is much smaller
than on the two inner cities that have similar average values.

The depth parameters do not provide any information at all, as both the maximum and
the average values are widely spread among all instances and the intervals of the distinct
classes overlap heavily.

For the maximum number of leaves, we also observe widely spread values, though they
tend to be higher in rural areas and smaller in industrial areas. The average number of
leaves shows results that are quite similar to the average size of the trees: we observe
similar values among the inner cities, the old town and Res2 on the one hand, and similar
values among the remaining instances on the other hand. The gap between these intervals
is not too large, but still clearly existing. Additionally, the standard deviation is again
noticeably smaller for Res2 and Old1 than for the two inner cities. Furthermore, the
standard deviation is significantly higher for all rural areas compared to the other networks.

5.4.2. Evaluation

The proportion of nodes that belong to the 2-core seems to be a quite useful parameter, as it
separates the inner cities plus the old town from the other classes. Like for the meshedness
parameters, the old town network is again very similar to the inner cities. Interestingly,
Res2 again stands out from the other two residential areas and seems to be located between
these and the inner cities. Looking back at the average node degree, Res2 was more similar
to the residential areas, but among these instances it featured the smallest difference to
the inner cities. This may indicate a correlation between the meshedness and the size of
the 2-core. This correlation seems logical, since a higher meshedness tends to lead to more
nodes being part of cycles and therefore belonging to Gs.

The ratio of nodes with higher degree also seems useful, again for identifying both inner
cities and old towns. Compared to the 2-core size it has the advantage that Res2 is clearly
similar to the other networks instead of being located between the inner cities and the
residential areas.

Also quite interesting are the origin nodes parameters because the old town network is
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5. Parameter Analysis

Table 5.11.: Attached trees: SizeTrees (S) and DepthTrees (D).

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Smin Smax Savr Sstdev Dmin Dmax Davr Dstdev
Innl 1 17 1.672 2.082 0 22 38.2 120.5
Inn2 1 31 1.5635 2.207 0 4681 314 234.7
Old1 1 5 1.514 1.130 0 273 19.4 53.9
Resl 1 13 2.361 2.698 0 1043 61.0 156.7
Res2 1 8 1.597 1.410 0 359 22.7 62.4
Res3 1 27 2.204 3.278 0 615 31.4 85.5
Rurl 1 27 2.346 4.510 0 903 58.5 181.7
Rur2 1 70 2.617 5.798 0 9891 77.5 528.5
Rur3 1 54 2.250 4.492 0 2521 66.0 258.8
Ind1l 1 11 2.235 2.365 0 358 66.5 119.6
Ind2 1 9 2.286 2.575 0 1721 304.1 592.2
Table 5.12.: Attached trees: LeavesTrees (Leaves).

Gas Network Parameter

Instance Leavesnin  Leavesmax Leavesayr Leavesgidey

Innl 1 9 1.328 1.039

Inn2 1 16 1.260 1.088

Old1 1 3 1.243 0.541

Resl 1 7 1.672 1.352

Res2 1 4 1.277 0.685

Res3 1 14 1.583 1.634

Rurl 1 14 1.636 2.219

Rur2 1 35 1.803 2.889

Rur3 1 30 1.640 2.385

Ind1 1 6 1.588 1.191

Ind2 1 5 1.571 1.237

clearly different to both inner city networks. Thus, they can be used to distinguish between
these classes that are very similar with respect to the previous two parameters.

Even though most of the parameters dealing with the origin nodes do not provide too
much additional information, some of them can still be used for classification. The average
number of origin nodes on core paths seems helpful to separate the inner cities and the old
town from the other networks. The average distances between origin nodes can be used to
distinguish between the residential areas plus the old town and the rural areas plus the
industrial areas. An interesting observation concerning the distances is that the industrial
areas exhibit the largest average distances, but very small maximum values and standard
deviations. Thus, these distances may be helpful to identify industrial areas.

The attached trees provide some useful information in terms of their average size and
number of leaves, as these values separate the networks clearly into two sides. As has
sometimes been the case before, Old1 and also Res2 are similar to both inner cities with
regard to these averages. Interestingly, they can be distinguished from the inner cities with
the standard deviations. The standard deviation of the number of leaves can also be used
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5.5. Further Parameters

Table 5.13.: Treewidth and planarity.

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Treewidth IsPlanar
Innl 8 No
Inn2 16 No
Old1 7 No
Resl 4 Yes
Res2 6 No
Res3 5 Yes
Rurl 3 Yes
Rur2 7 No
Rur3 4 Yes
Ind1 2 Yes
Ind2 3 Yes

to identify rural areas, as these have significantly higher values than the other instances.
In contrast, the depth does not provide any information that can be used for classification.

5.5. Further Parameters
5.5.1. Analysis

In this subsection, we analyse the treewidth and the planarity of the networks. The
parameter values are shown in Table The treewidth tends to be higher in inner cities,
with Inn2 having the highest value. However, the gaps between inner cities, old town and
residential areas are not that large. For the rural areas we observe widely spread values,
and for the industrial areas quite low values.

The planarity shows that the inner cities and the old town are not planar, while both
industrial areas are. Both rural areas and residential areas have both planar and non-planar
instances.

5.5.2. Evaluation

The treewidth and the planarity do not seem to be that useful for classification since the
results are quite heterogenous. However, it seems that the inner cities tend to have a higher
treewidth and are not planar. It is also noteworthy that among the residential areas, Res2
again resembles the inner cities the most. Lastly, the old town seems to be more similar to
the inner cities than to the residential areas again.

5.6. Overall Evaluation and Results

In this section, we bring together our partial evaluations and discuss them. To recap, our
goal is to decide whether the classification of gas networks into the assumed class set is
reasonable, or whether we have to categorize the gas networks differently, or whether a
meaningful categorization is not possible at all. In Table and Table we have again
listed the parameters that we found to be the most meaningful and useful to characterise
the gas networks. In addition to these tables, for each parameter we also provide a number
line on which the values of all instances are plotted. The colour and shape of the markers
denote the class label of the instance.
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5. Parameter Analysis

Table 5.14.: Most useful parameters: length, inner diameter, diameter, node degree, average

pressure.
Gas Network Parameter
Instance Lenmax Lenayr Lenpan  IDayr IljlowaLVlr Diam,, Degavr Pray:
Innl 5499 131.5 86.7 141.6 168.7 12.78 2.383 2.525
Inn2 2272 99.1 67.3 177.9 170.3 6.82 2453 1.185
Old1 528 69.7 49.2 119.9 119.3 9.97 2422 0.127
Resl 520 77.2 55.2 111.4 107.1 14.59 2.194 0.270
Res2 730 85.7 52.6 118.4 120.9 10.92  2.260 0.299
Res3 1221 75.7 49.0 107.8 107.8 11.26  2.159 0.385
Rurl 3046 105.0 47.1 88.7 91.1 40.42 2.137 0.740
Rur2 5678 96.8 49.7 97.8 90.1 19.75  2.133  2.360
Rur3 2418 114.6 70.7 86.2 85.9 19.66 2.186 1.873
Ind1 1884 167.4 129.9 133.7 133.7 61.20 2.068 0.528
Ind2 1628 275.9 186.3 185.1 184.2 107.11 2.115  3.521
Lenpax
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5.6. Overall Evaluation and Results

Table 5.15.: Most useful parameters: SizeTwocore (STC), RatioHigherDegree (RHD),
OriginsHigherDegree (OHD), SizeTrees (S).

Gas Network Parameter
Instance g1 RHD OHD  Sur  Sedev
Innl 0.601 0.616 9 1.672 2.082
Inn2 0.653 0.654 13 1.535 2.207
Old1 0.663 0.636 0 1.514 1.130
Resl 0.442 0.439 0 2.361 2.698
Res2 0.567 0.460 1 1.597 1.410
Res3 0.419 0.372 0 2.204 3.278
Rurl 0.411 0.333 0 2.346 4.510
Rur2 0.373 0.348 4 2.617 5.798
Rur3 0.433 0.427 1 2.250 4.492
Ind1 0.356 0.191 0 2.235 2.365
Ind2 0.385 0.300 0 2.286 2.575
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In our evaluations we found that the parameter values seem to fit the assumed label set.
While there are not many parameters where each class has a non-overlapping interval,
there are many parameters where one or two classes have values that significantly differ
from the other classes. For each class several parameters exist that are helpful to identify
this class. As stated before, these parameters not necessarily separate those class instances
from all other instances, but for example separate them together with another class from
the others. However, we are then able to use another parameter to distinguish between
these two classes. As an example, we look at the industrial areas and the inner cities: the
parameter IDy,,, .. separates these two classes from the rest, and with the average node
degree we can distinguish between them.

On the other hand, there were also many parameters where the values were very different
both within each class and between the classes. These parameters are therefore not useful
for classification, but they do not contradict our assumed label set.

It also often occurs that the instances of multiple classes have quite similar values. In
general, this might indicate that these classes are too similar to each other and should
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5. Parameter Analysis

be combined to only one class. Still, we find that all classes have enough features or
combinations of features that clearly distinguish them from the other classes. All classes
even have at least one unique feature. By this we mean a parameter where the interval of
the class does not overlap with the intervals of the other classes and ideally has a fairly
wide gap to the other intervals.

For many parameters, the intervals of the residential areas are quite small, i.e., the values
are very similar among the instances. For the rural areas, industrial areas and inner cities
we observed larger intervals on many parameters. This indicates that residential area
networks may have a more common structure with respect to these parameters than the
other classes networks have.

We also found that the old town network stands somewhat out from the other classes
as it seems to be a mixture of residential area and inner city characteristics. For most
parameters, Old1 is very similar to either the residential areas or the inner cities and barely
has values that do not fit into the intervals of either of them. We can roughly describe the
old town with two main characteristics: first, regarding the lengths and extent parameters,
it looks like the residential areas. Second, regarding the meshedness parameters, it is very
similar to the inner cities.

Still, with respect to the combination of the parameters, the old town network is clearly
different from both the residential areas and the inner cities. Therefore (based on Old1),
we find old towns unique enough to be an own class.

Another very interesting observation was related to the residential area network Res2.
While that network is very similar to the other two residential areas for many parameters,
it is sometimes more similar to the inner cities than to the residential areas. For some
parameters it is located between the inner cities and the other residential areas. While
we need more data to further examine this observation, it indicates that the transition
of values between residential areas and inner cities may be blurred with respect to some
parameters. If this hypothesis can be confirmed, this can mean two things that have to
be examined. On the one hand, it may mean that these parameters cannot be used for
classification, or at least to a lesser extent. On the other hand, it can indicate that the two
classes are too similar to each other so that they should only be one class. Of course, it is
also well possible that Res2 is an outlier with regard to these parameters. For now, we still
see enough indication that these classes can be distinguished quite well, but we state that
this should be reviewed with more data.

Our overall results are that, based on our given data set, we can confirm the existence of
the assumed gas network types. We found that the instances of each class have common
features that we consider meaningful enough to assign these instances to the same class.
On the other hand, the differences between the classes are significant enough to distinguish
between them. We also found parameters that we find important and meaningful to classify
gas network instances.

Nevertheless, we again state that these results are based on our data set and have to be
reviewed when more data is available. This is especially true for the differences between
inner cities and residential areas: we observed that Res2 is an instance that, for a subset of
parameters, tends to be more similar to inner cities instances than to the other residential
areas instances.

5.7. Analysis of the Supraregional Gas Network

In this section, we briefly compare the supraregional network with the other networks and
classes of our data set. That network, denoted as Supl and shown in Figure consists

46



5.7. Analysis of the Supraregional Gas Network

Table 5.16.: Parameters used for the supraregional network analysis: length, inner diameter,
diameter, node degree, average pressure.

Gas Network Parameter
Instance Lenmax Lenayr Lenpan  IDayr Iljlowawr Diam,, Degavr Pray:
Innl 5499 131.5 86.7 141.6 168.7 12.78 2.383 2.525
Inn2 2272 99.1 67.3 177.9 170.3 6.82 2453 1.185
Old1 528 69.7 49.2 119.9 119.3 9.97 2422 0.127
Resl 520 77.2 55.2 1114 107.1 14.59 2.194 0.270
Res2 730 85.7 52.6 118.4 120.9 10.92 2.260 0.299
Res3 1221 75.7 49.0 107.8 107.8 11.26  2.159 0.385
Rurl 3046 105.0 47.1 88.7 91.1 40.42 2.137 0.740
Rur2 5678 96.8 49.7 97.8 90.1 19.75  2.133  2.360
Rur3 2418 114.6 70.7 86.2 85.9 19.66 2.186 1.873
Ind1l 1884 167.4 129.9 133.7 133.7 61.20 2.068 0.528
Ind2 1628 275.9 186.3 185.1 184.2 107.11  2.115 3.521
Supl 14 266 338.0 1.7 164.4 148.4 56.54  2.139 32.010

of 3888 nodes and 4158 edges. As mentioned in the introduction, Supl is a different type
of gas network than the regional networks we analysed so far. The purpose of networks of
this type is to transfer large amounts of gas over great distances to supply the regional
networks. Thus, supraregional networks cover larger areas and transfer the gas with much
higher pressure. For these reasons, we do not consider supraregional networks a class of
regional gas networks but rather a different type of network. Still, we think it is interesting
to briefly look at the differences and common features between this network type and the
regional networks. For these analyses, we focus on the parameters we found to be the most
meaningful in the previous analyses (Table and Table .

Starting with the pipeline lengths, we observe that the average and the maximum length
of Supl is significantly higher than for all other networks. Interestingly, the median length
is extremely small, i.e., the network seems to consist of both exceptional short and long
pipelines.

For the average inner diameter of the pipelines, we observe no noticeable differences to the
other networks, with the values of Supl ranking quite in the middle.

The normalised diameter of the supraregional network is smaller than those of the industrial
areas, but noticeably larger compared to the other networks.

The average node degree of Supl is very similar to the rural area class, and in general does
not stand out much from the other classes.

As expected, the average pressure is where the supraregional network differs heavily from
all other instances. With a value slightly above 32 bar, the pressure of Supl is more than
ten times greater than the maximum among the other instances.

Another parameter where Supl stands out from the other instances is the number of
origin nodes with degree > 3. It is significantly higher than the inner city instances, and
consequently differs even more from the other classes.

For all remaining parameters (SizeTwocore, RatioHigherDegree, SizeTrees,y,, SizeTreesstdey)
we observe no noticeable differences between the supraregional network and the regional
networks. For all of these parameters, Supl never has the minimum or maximum value
among all instances but ranks somewhere between them.
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5. Parameter Analysis

Table 5.17.: Parameters used for the supraregional network analysis: SizeTwocore (STC),
RatioHigherDegree (RHD), OriginsHigherDegree (OHD), SizeTrees (S).

Gas Network Parameter
Instance  gpc RHD OHD S, Setde
Innl 0.601 0.616 9 1.672 2.082
Inn2 0.653 0.654 13 1.535 2.207
Old1 0.663 0.636 0 1.514 1.130
Resl 0.442 0.439 0 2.361 2.698
Res2 0.567 0.460 1 1.597 1.410
Res3 0.419 0.372 0 2.204 3.278
Rurl 0.411 0.333 0 2.346 4.510
Rur2 0.373 0.348 4 2.617 5.798
Rur3 0.433 0.427 1 2.250 4.492
Ind1 0.356 0.191 0 2.235 2.365
Ind2 0.385 0.300 0 2.286 2.575
Supl 0.431 0.322 21 1.947 3.850

Overall, with regard to most parameters the supraregional network is quite similar to the
other classes. Its values are often particularly similar to the rural area and industrial area
class. This comes to no surprise as these classes tend to be sparser and cover larger areas
than the other classes, and we expected similar observations for the supraregional network.
However, Supl stands out clearly from all other instances with regard to the maximum and
average pipeline lengths and the average pressure. Again, these observations match our
expectations, especially the significantly higher pressure. A very remarkable and somewhat
surprising characteristic is the extremely small median length.

Figure 5.1.: Supraregional gas network instance Supl.

48



6. Construction of three Gas Network
Classifiers

In this chapter, we construct three gas network classifiers: the Decision Tree Classifier
the Scoring System Classifier and the Unique Feature Classifier While the decision
tree is a well-known classifier, the other two approaches are developed by us. All three
classifiers have in common that we use subsets of the parameters analysed in the previous
chapters, but they are all based on different approaches. This means that they differ in the
choice, number and usage of the parameters.

Two of the approaches use intervals, i.e., for each class and each parameter, the minimum
and maximum parameter values are used to define an interval of values that are valid for
that class. That means that for each parameter, the values of all instances of that class
are within this interval. As we have only one old town network, these intervals contain
only one point which is why we manually expand these intervals in two of the classifier
approaches.

6.1. Decision Tree Classifier

Our first classifier is the Decision Tree Classifier (DTC) that we explained in Section[2.2.2,
With the parameters that we figured out to be the most meaningful (see Table and
Table , there are several possibilities of constructing a decision tree based on our
data set. To recap, the idea is to iteratively choose parameters that divide the remaining
instances into two or more branches such that for each class all of its instances belong to
the same branch. Since most of the possible decision trees use only a small number of
parameters, we decide to construct three decision trees that use different subsets of the
mentioned parameters. The parameters for each split are chosen manually, the thresholds
are chosen to be robust to possible expansions of the class intervals that may occur with
more data. The resulting decision trees are shown in Figure Figure and Figure
Note that these trees are only three examples of possible trees and there are several more
combinations of parameters that can be used to construct decision trees.

The straightforward way of classifying gas network instances with these decision trees is to
choose one of them, traverse it and assign the class label of the corresponding leaf. With
more data and a test set available, the accuracies of the decision trees can be compared
beforehand to determine the best decision tree that is then chosen as the final classifier.

Another approach is to combine all three (or even more) decision trees. To do so, an
instance that is to be classified is assigned one class label from each of the decision trees.
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6. Construction of three Gas Network Classifiers

Degavr
< 2.3 > 2.3
Lenmdn Pravr
< 100 > 100 < 0.8 >0.8
Lenavr @ Old Town @

<90 > 90

Figure 6.1.: First decision tree. Used parameters: Degayr, Lenydn, Prave, Lenayy.

The final label is then chosen via majority vote, i.e., the final class label of the instance is
the one that was assigned to the instance by the most trees. This combination of different
decision trees is similar to a technique known as bagging [Leo96]. The goal of this method
is to reduce the variance: if the instance is an outlier with respect to one parameter, it will
probably be classified wrongly by a decision tree that uses this parameter. In contrast, the
other decision trees that do not use this parameter at all or use it in a different way will
probably classify the instance correctly. With the majority vote the most probably correct
label can then be assigned to the instance as the final label.

6.2. Scoring System Classifier

The second classifier is the Scoring System Classifier (SSC). The key feature of this approach
is that it not only assigns a class label to an instance, but also computes likelihoods for
each class that indicate how likely it is that the instance belongs to that class. This
way we classify gas networks, but in addition have an indicator of how certain we are in
that decision. This is especially interesting when more than one class have similarly high
likelihoods or when an instance has quite low likelihoods for all classes.

6.2.1. Construction and Classification

In the first construction step, we select a set of parameters that we use for the classification
step. Second, each of these parameters is assigned a weight indicating how meaningful we
consider this parameter to be. The classification of an instance is then performed in the
following way. First, we initialise the score of each class with zero. Next, we iterate over
all selected parameters. For each parameter, we take the parameter value of the instance
and check for each class if that value is within the class interval of the parameter. If it is,
we increment the score of the class by the weight of the parameter. If it is not, the score is
not increased. After iterating over all parameters, each class has a score which, in relation
to the maximum possible score, indicates the likelihood that the instance belongs to that
class. The label assigned to the instance is then the class with the highest likelihood. If
two or more classes have the same likelihood, we define that the label undefined is assigned
to the instance instead. Another possible way of handling these cases is to define specific
tie-breaker rules.
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6.2. Scoring System Classifier

Diam,
< 16 > 50
> 16,| < 50
< 2000 > 2000
< 0.55 > 0.55

Figure 6.2.: Second decision tree. Used parameters: Diam,,, Leny,.x, RatioHigherDegree
(RHD).

Table 6.1.: Scoring system classifier: selected parameters and weights.
Parameter Weight
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Diam,,

Degayr
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OriginsHigherDegree
SizeTreesyyr
SizeTreesgidey
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As mentioned before, the intervals of the old town class consist of only one point. This
results most probably in a score of zero for almost all instances since the instances will
barely have an exact same parameter value as Old1. Therefore, we manually expand the
intervals of the old town class for the selected parameters. For all but the average node
degree we expand the intervals by 20 % in both directions. The average node degree is
expanded by only 2 % in both directions, the reason being that this parameter differs
between the classes only after the decimal point.

6.2.2. Selection of Parameters and Weights

We decide to select ten of the parameters we figured out to be the most meaningful (see
Table and Table [5.15). The selected parameters and their weights are shown in
Table In the following, we briefly explain our choices.

From the aforementioned most meaningful parameters we use all but the median length,
the average inner diameter and the ratio of nodes with degree > 3. The reason for this is
that these parameters are quite redundant since we already use the average length, the
average inner diameter of the low pressure graph and the size of the 2-core.
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IDlOVVavr
< 125 > 125
Sizestdev OHD
< 4.0 > 4.0 <6 > 6

< 0.6 > 0.6

Figure 6.3.: Third decision tree. Used parameters: IDjoyw,.., SizeTreessidey(Sizestdev),
SizeTwocore (STC), OriginsHigherDegree (OHD).

For the weights, we consider the length, the average node degree and the average pressure
the most important parameters. Thus, we assign them a weight of 3, where the length is
further divided into the maximum (weight of 1) and the average length (weight of 2). A
bit less, but still very important we consider the average inner diameter and the network
diameter, which we each assign a weight of 2. While the other four parameters seem to
be useful for classification, they are somewhat harder to interpret in the context of gas
networks. Therefore, we consider them less important compared to the previous parameters
and assign each of them a weight of 1. In total, these weights add up to 17 that is therefore
the maximum possible score a class can get when classifying an instance.

6.2.3. Introduction to the Bayes Classifier

As explained before, the SSC is a probabilistic classification approach that we constructed
specifically for our gas network classification problem and our given data set. One of the
best known and widely used probabilistic classifiers is the Bayes classifier (BC). In
this subsection, we briefly introduce that classifier and explain why we currently cannot
use it for our data set. We do so because we think that with more data available, the BC
is very suitable for our gas network classification problem.

Note that for reasons of simplicity, in the following we assume that all parameters are
independent from each other. This assumption leads to the so-called naive Bayes classifier
(NBC). Without this assumption the main idea stays the same, but details get more
complicated, so we limit this explanation to the simple version.

The basic idea of the NBC is to compute the probability distribution for each parameter
and class. With this distribution we can calculate the probability that the parameter
value of a given instance appears in that class. If this probability is high, it indicates that
(with regard to this parameter) the instance is more likely to belong to that class. These
probabilities are calculated for all parameters and all classes. Then the probabilities of
each class are put together into a single scalar, for example by multiplying all of them.
These scalars are then the probabilities of the instance belonging to each class and can be
compared among the classes.

The difficult part of constructing an NBC is to determine the probability distributions. With
continuous parameter values, the Gaussian distribution (also known as normal distribution)
is often found suitable. It is defined by the arithmetic mean and the standard deviation. For
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discrete parameter values, the relative frequency of each value can be used as a probability
distribution.

The availability of these probability distributions is the main problem that we face when
we want to construct a BC for our data set. Since we have at most three samples available
for each class, and for some classes only two or one, it is not possible to compute realistic
probability distributions. With more data available, we think that for example Gaussian
distributions can describe the distributions of many parameters quite well, and that the
BC can provide good results, given good probability distributions. Another problem to
be dealt with is the dependency of parameters, as we assume that not all parameters are
independent from each other. One way to deal with this is to find a subset of independent
parameters.

6.3. Unique Feature Classifier

Our third classifier is the Unique Feature Classifier (UFC). The idea of this approach is to
find a unique feature for each class that characterises this class.

6.3.1. Construction and Classification

The construction of the UFC consists of selecting a unique feature for each class. By a
unique feature of a class we mean a parameter where the corresponding class interval does
not overlap with the intervals of all other classes. Ideally, it additionally has a fairly wide
gap to the other intervals.

If the parameter value of an instance is within the interval of the unique feature of a class
X, we say that the instance fulfils the unique feature of X. The interpretation of these
unique features is the following: first, all instances belonging to X fulfil the unique feature
of X. This property follows from the definition of the intervals. Second, only instances
belonging to X fulfil the unique feature of X. This property follows from the definition of
a unique feature since the unique feature interval of X is disjunct from the corresponding
intervals of all other classes. Thus, when an instance fulfils the unique feature of a class, it
belongs to that class.

Assuming the chosen features and intervals are indeed unique features and the interval
boundaries are correct, each instance fulfils the unique feature of exactly one class. However,
with outliers or with chosen features that are not unique, an instance may also fulfil the
feature of no class or fulfil the features of multiple classes.

The classification of a given instance with a set of chosen unique features works as follows:
for each class, we check how many unique feature a given instance fulfils. There are three
possible outcomes: the instance fulfils exactly one unique feature, the instance fulfils no
unique feature or the instance fulfils more than one unique feature. In the first case, the
classifier assigns the instance to the class whose unique feature is fulfilled. In the second
and the third case, the interpretation is that the instance belongs to either no class or to
multiple classes, both of which is not intended. We define that the classifier assigns the
label undefined in these cases. As for the SSC, instead it is also possible to define specific
tie-breaker rules for these situations.

6.3.2. Selection of Unique Features

We now propose two parameters for each class that can be used as unique features, i.e.,
they satisfy the definition of a unique feature. As explained earlier, the intervals of these
features follow directly from the minimum and maximum values in the instances of the

class (see Table and Table and the corresponding number lines).
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6. Construction of three Gas Network Classifiers

For the industrial area class, we suggest the median of the pipeline length and the normalised
network diameter. Both of these parameters have significantly lower values for all other
classes and are therefore well suited to characterise industrial networks. Formally, the
values for an industrial area instance have to be within the following intervals:

Lenan € [129.9,186.3] (6.1)

Diam, € [61.20,107.11]. (6.2)

The normalised diameter is also a possible unique feature for the rural areas. While the
interval is neither at the lower nor at the upper end of the different class intervals, it has
fairly large gaps to the residential areas at the lower boundary and to the industrial areas
at the upper boundary. As the second possible unique feature we choose the average inner
diameter. For this parameter the rural area instances have the lowest values compared to
all other classes. The difference to the other classes is even more significant on the low
pressure graph, which is why we take the average inner diameter on this graph instead of
the complete graph. The resulting intervals of these unique features of rural areas are:

Diam, € [19.66,40.42], (6.3)

IDiow,., € [85.9,91.1]. (6.4)

The parameters we propose for the residential area class are the average pipeline length
and the average pressure. In comparison to residential areas, both of these parameters
have smaller values in old towns and greater values in all other classes. The intervals of
these features are as follows:

Pray: € [0.270,0.385], (6.5)

Lenay: € [75.7,85.7). (6.6)

For the inner cities, we suggest the number of origin nodes with degree > 3 and the relative
size of the 2-core. For the former, the inner cities have significantly larger values than all
other classes. For the latter, the values of the inner cities are located between the old town
class and the other classes. The intervals of these parameters are:

OriginsHigherDegree € [9,13], (6.7)

SizeTwocore € [0.601,0.653] . (6.8)

For the old town class, the first possible unique feature is the average pressure that is
lower for the old town than for all other classes. As second unique feature we propose the
standard deviation of the size of the attached trees. Again, the value for this parameter is
the lowest for the old town class among all classes.
As seen before, for the old town class the intervals of all parameters, including the chosen
unique features, consist of only one point. Thus, we manually expand these intervals to
the following ones:

Prayvr € [0.100,0.200], (6.9)

SizeTreesgdey € [1.000,1.300] . (6.10)
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7. Evaluation and Discussion of the
Classifiers

In this chapter, we evaluate the classification results of our three classifiers constructed
in the previous chapter. We then discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the classifier
approaches and compare them with each other. At the end of the chapter, we provide an
outlook on how each classifier can be adjusted and refined given more data.

7.1. Evaluation

To evaluate the classifiers, we use each of them to classify our training set instances
as we have no distinct test set available. Remember that we used that training set to
construct the classifiers; that means, it determined the interval boundaries, the splits in
the decision trees and the unique features. Thus, on exactly that data set, the accuracy of
all classifiers is 100 %. Of course, we cannot overrate these results, as we stated earlier
that using the training set to determine the accuracy overestimates the quality of a classifier.

The evaluation of the DTC does not provide more information than the classification
results, i.e., the assigned class label. The same applies to the UFC, where each instance
fulfils the unique feature of exactly one class.

The evaluation of the SSC provides some more information, as the results are not only the
assigned class labels, but actual scores for each class. These scores are shown in Table
We see that each instance has the maximum possible score of 17 for the class it belongs
to. More interesting are the scores they have for the other classes. For both inner city
instances, we observe similarities to the old town and the industrial area classes as these
have a score of 5. The scores for the rural area and residential area class differ between
both instances. For the old town instance we see what we analysed before, namely some
similarities to both the inner city and the residential area class. However, both scores are
still fairly low, so we can state that we can clearly identify Old1 as an old town instance.
Among all instances, the residential area instances have the highest score for another class,
with scores of 6 and 7 for the old town class. That is not too surprising, as we already
pointed out the similarities between these classes. Again though, the instances are still
clearly identified as residential areas. Somewhat interesting is that Res2 only has a score of
3 for the inner city class, despite our observations that this instance is often quite similar
to the inner cities. The rural area instances have quite low scores for the other classes in
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Table 7.1.: Scoring system classifier: resulting scores of all instances and classes.

Gas Network Class score
Instance InnerCity OldTown Residential Rural Industrial
Innl 17 5} 4 1 5)
Inn2 17 5 1 5) 5)
Old1 5 17 4 1 1
Resl 0 6 17 2 1
Res2 3 6 17 1 0
Res3 2 7 17 5 1
Rurl 3 1 2 17 4
Rur2 3 0 0 17 4
Rur3 6 0 6 17 4
Ind1 0 1 3 2 17
Ind2 0 1 3 3 17

general, with Rur3 being an exception as it has a score of 6 for both the inner city and the
residential area class. Also, all instances show some similarities to the industrial area class.
Lastly, the industrial area instances have a maximum score of 3 for any other class, thus
they have only very small similarities with the other classes.

In total, we can state that the SSC achieves fairly clear results, as the maximum score an
instance has for a class it does not belong to is 7.

7.2. Discussion and Comparison

In this section, we discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each classifier and compare
the different approaches. As all classifiers have an accuracy of 100 % on our data set, a
comparison based only on the classification results is not helpful at all. Therefore, we
discuss the classifiers not only with regard to our data set, but more generally.

Starting with the UFC, we think that this approach is quite simple, but accurate. If a
unique feature for each class exists and its intervals is known, the classifier is very fast and
simple in both construction and classification. However, the approach has some weaknesses,
mainly related to the information needed for construction. The intervals of each unique
feature have to be very precise, as an instance whose parameter value does not match the
interval of the unique feature of a class is not assigned that class label, no matter how much
the value deviates from the interval. Because of this, the approach is also very sensitive to
instances where one specific parameter has an outlier value. Such values can also lead to
fulfilled unique features of more than one class. Furthermore, it is not guaranteed that
unique features exist for all classes.

Going on with the DTC, one advantage over the UFC is that we are not dependent on
parameters that clearly separate one class from all others. While these are still helpful, we
can also use parameters that separate the classes into two branches where multiple classes
are on one branch. As the UFC, the DTC is also very sensitive to outlier values, as taking
one “false” branch probably leads to a false classification result. An advantage of the DTC
is that this weakness can be faced by using multiple decision trees and doing a majority
vote. On the other hand, the multiple decision tree approach is likely to require a larger
number of meaningful parameters than the UFC. Another strength of the DTC is that the
interval boundaries of the used parameters do not have to be known exactly beforehand,
as the threshold for the split of a parameter can be, for example, between the upper bound
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of the interval of one class and the lower bound of the interval of another class. This way,
both intervals are expanded and an instance that narrowly is not within an interval is still
assigned the correct branch. For the UFC, the result for that parameter would be “not
fulfilled”.

Lastly, we discuss the SSC. Its biggest advantage over the other classifiers is that the
classification result not only provides the assigned class label, but likelihoods for all classes.
This way, ambiguous classification results are identified. Another advantage is that this
approach is robust against outliers, as only the specific outlier values increase the scores
wrongly, while all other parameters increase the scores as intended. Thus, few outlier values
do not necessarily lead to wrong classification results. The probably biggest weakness of
the SSC are the hard interval boundaries, as an instance that narrowly misses an interval
of a class does not increase that class score at all. We observe this for the instance Res2:
as seen in the analyses and in the number lines (Table Table , Res?2 is sometimes
more similar to the inner city class than to the residential area class. But, as its parameter
values are most often still below the intervals of inner cities, the score for the inner city
class is still quite low (see Table[7.1).

Another point worth discussing is the number of meaningful parameters needed by each
approach, as the availability of such parameters may differ from data set to data set. The
UFC uses exactly one parameter per class, and it may even be possible to use a single
parameter for multiple classes. The DTC uses only few parameters for one decision tree,
but needs more for the approach with multiple decision trees. In general, the classification
results of the DTC are likely to be more accurate the more parameters are used. The same
is true for the SSC: while we decided to choose ten parameters, a smaller number will work
too, but the accuracy most likely increases when using more parameters.

Summarised, we observed that all three approaches have their advantages and disadvantages.
The quality of each classifier is also dependent on the number of meaningful parameters
and thus may differ between different data sets. When the intervals are well-known upfront
and unique features for all classes exist, the UFC is a simple, but precise classifier that
uses a fixed and fairly small number of parameters. The DTC is less dependent on interval
boundaries and is able to handle outlier values by combining multiple trees, but probably
needs quite many parameters for the latter. Overall, we think that the SSC is the best
classification approach, as it provides more detailed results and is very robust against
outliers. This is especially true when many meaningful parameters are available. However,
that approach is quite dependent on accurate interval boundaries.

7.3. Outlook: Adjusting the Classifiers with more Data

In this section, we give a brief outlook on how the different classifiers have to be adjusted
and can be improved with more data.

In general and independent from the used classifier, the parameter intervals of each class
have to be adjusted with the new data. Furthermore, we made the assumption that the
valid parameter values for each class are indeed intervals, i.e., all values between the lower
and upper boundary are valid. In fact, it may also be possible that this assumption is not
true for all parameters. It may occur that the valid values are sets of intervals, with the
values between these intervals not being valid. It is also possible that no intervals, but only
a set of discrete values are valid for some parameters. Thus, our interval assumption has
to be verified.

Looking at the DTC, it is possible that a currently used parameter does not split the
classes the same way it does right now, as new overlaps between the class intervals can
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occur. If even all class intervals overlap for the parameter, that parameter may not be
useful at all anymore. In these cases, either additional splits are required, or the parameter
has to be replaced by another one.

The adjustment of the SSC is the easiest one among the classifiers. As the approach does
not need distinct intervals, new overlaps between class intervals do not entail any necessary
changes. Still, if a parameter seems to be not meaningful anymore, it should not be used
further. On the other hand, if a currently unused parameter shows to be meaningful, it
can be added to the classifier.

As mentioned in the previous chapter, a similar but more powerful approach is the Bayes
classifier. With enough data available, probability distributions can be calculated for the
parameters to construct that classifier. Note that it is important to consider dependencies
between the used parameters.

The UFC is probably the most vulnerable classifier with respect to new intervals. For the
currently used unique features it has to be validated if they are still unique features, i.e., if
their intervals still have no overlap with the intervals of all other classes. If this is not true
for a unique feature, a new one has to be found. However, this may not be possible for all
classes, as the existence of unique features depends on the data. In the case that for one or
even more classes no unique feature exists, that classifier approach may not be applicable
anymore.
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8. Conclusion

In this thesis, we examined whether it is possible to classify gas networks into different
classes based on the region type which an instance originates from. For this purpose, we
modelled gas networks as graphs and examined them with a graph-theoretic approach.

In Chapter [4, we selected and developed several graph parameters to characterise graphs
and gas networks from various perspectives, including both more general graph parameters
and gas network specific parameters.

In the next step, in Chapter 5, we analysed a data set of labelled gas network instances,
originating from five different regions. We computed the parameter values of these networks
and pointed out differences and common features between the instances of each class and
between the different classes. We found that the gas networks originating from different
regions indeed show significant differences among each other while networks originating
from the same class show significant common features. Although this is not true for all
parameters, we found that each of the five regions has several characteristics that distinguish
it from all other regions. Therefore, we concluded that a classification of gas networks
into five distinct classes is reasonable. Furthermore, we pointed out the most meaningful
parameters that are helpful to describe the different classes and to distinguish between
them.

Regarding the old town class, we made the interesting observation that for most parameters,
it is a mixture of the characteristics of the inner city class and the residential area class.
Furthermore, we observed that one residential area instance tends to be more similar to
the inner city class than to the residential area class regarding some parameters. Thus,
we consider it possible that the borders between these classes are blurred, at least with
respect to these parameters.

With the classes and meaningful parameters found, in Chapter [6] we then presented
three different classifier approaches that assign class labels to gas network instances. In
Chapter |7, we evaluated and discussed these approaches. We pointed out their advantages
and disadvantages, and found that their applicability and quality depends on the data set.
Overall, we found the Scoring System Classifier to be the most promising, as for a gas
network it provides not only the final class label, but also likelihoods for the membership
of that instance to each class.

Furthermore, we provided an outlook on the further development of each classifier approach.
We explained how each of them has to be adjusted and how it can be improved with more
data available.
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8. Conclusion

8.1. Outlook

As mentioned above, we used a graph-theoretic approach to examine and classify gas
networks. A completely different approach may be to use machine learning algorithms
. Although there exist no such specific algorithms to classify gas networks,
classification and clustering are well-examined topics in the field of machine learning. Thus,
it may be possible to model the gas networks in a way that known algorithms are applicable.
However, both supervised and unsupervised machine learning algorithms rely on a large
amount of data that may not be available in the future.

On the other hand, also our graph-theoretic approach can be developed further. As we
already stated, all our findings are based on our specific data set. Once more data is
available, these findings have to be reviewed to either confirm the classes we found or to
adjust the set of classes. Also, the set of meaningful parameters may differ from the one
we found. Then, the classifiers can be improved as we described in Section Especially
for the Scoring System Classifier we find it very promising to transform it into a Bayes
classifier.

Another large field of further research is the generation of generic gas networks. Such
generic networks should capture the most important characteristics of the class they belong
to. As explained in the introduction, these instances can then be used for various objectives.
One use case is to examine a generic network representing a particular region instead of
the actual gas network of this region, for example if a model of the actual network is not
available. Generic networks also enable simulations of the future evolution of regions, for
example when a small city is expected to massively grow within the next years or when a
significant decline in gas demand in a region is expected.

The parameters and the characteristics of each class found in this work may be helpful to
generate generic instances of any adjustable size and region type. To choose the value of a
parameter for a generic network, one approach may be to compute a randomised value
that is within the valid class interval of that parameter. If a probability distribution of
the parameter is available, a more accurate approach may be to draw the parameter value
from that probability distribution rather than assuming a uniform distribution on the class
interval. The generic network can then be constructed in a way that the parameter takes
this parameter value, possibly with a small deviation.

We consider the 2-core and the attached trees to provide a good foundation for a generic
gas network, as they describe the basic structure of the graph. The average node degree can
be used to determine the ratio of nodes and edges the network should have, and parameters
like the lengths and inner diameter describe how the pipelines should look like. Next, the
parameters regarding the pressure stages and pressure areas can be used to determine the
number and positioning of regulators.

Overall, we expect the generation of generic gas networks to be challenging, but also very
promising and therefore an interesting field of further research.
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Appendix

A. Gas Network Data Set

A.1. Gas Network Instances

Figure A.1.: Gas network instance Innl.
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Figure A.2.: Gas network instance Inn2.

Figure A.3.: Gas network instance Old1.
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A. Gas Network Data Set

Figure A.4.: Gas network instance Resl.

Figure A.5.: Gas network instance Res2.
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Figure A.6.: Gas network instance Res3.

Figure A.7.: Gas network instance Rurl.
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Figure A.8.: Gas network instance Rur2.
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Figure A.9.: Gas network instance Rur3.
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Figure A.10.: Gas network instance Indl1.

Figure A.11.: Gas network instance Ind2.
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A. Gas Network Data Set

Figure A.12.: Gas network instance Supl.
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8. Appendix

A.2. Networks with Pressure Stages

Figure A.13.: Pressure stages of instance Innl.

Figure A.14.: Pressure stages of instance Inn2.
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A. Gas Network Data Set

Figure A.15.: Pressure stages of instance Old1.
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Figure A.16.: Pressure stages of instance Resl.
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8. Appendix

Figure A.17.: Pressure stages of instance Res2.

Figure A.18.: Pressure stages of instance Res3.
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"

Figure A.19.: Pressure stages of instance Rurl.

Figure A.20.: Pressure stages of instance Rur2.
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Figure A.21.: Pressure stages of instance Rur3.

Figure A.22.: Pressure stages of instance Indl.
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Figure A.23.: Pressure stages of instance Ind2.

Figure A.24.: Pressure stages of instance Supl.
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